

TEL AVJV (R) — Israeli D e fence Minitler Mostie Axeas wfll travel to 
Wa sh in g t on Sunday for tafts with U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Cheney, 
the defence minntrv said on Saturday- The nrinktry —id Mr A mumM 
leave Israel on Sunday night and return oo Tuesday. The short statement 
efid^n ot say sp e c ifically what they would diacass- Mr. Cheney, now visiting 
U-S- knees m Sautfi Arabia to assess when a ground war migh t hn gj i i , & 
tfae t o brie f President George Bash Monday. The ministry statem e nt iw kl 
Mr. A rena’s viri t was “part erf di alog ue b enwxu the two countries.” Is r»^» 
ndfitary sources said the meeting was set op at short notice. Israeli Depot? 
Army Chief oi : Staff Ehod Barak and Defence bfimstzy Director-General 
David Ivii visited the United States last week for talks wife Pentagon 
officials. 
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Help Jordan, France says 

PARIS (R) — Jordan should be helped through fee Gulf war rather, than 
chastised for its criticism of fee UJ5.4ed coalmen, French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas said in an interview to be published Sunday. Mr. 
Pumas told fee French weekly Journal Du Dimanchc he feared fee war of 
words between Amman and Washington could escalate. “We most not 
push Jordan into the arms of Iraq... we must on the contrary make easier 
fee task of fee King of Jordan,'* he said. U.S. President Bush criticised his 
Majesty King Hussein this week and charged be had moved “way over” to 
Iraq after fee Monarch accused allied forces of trying- to destroy Iraq. 
Jordan “suffers from fee war... (it) has welcomed refugees in tragic 
conditions, he deserves some respect. It would be a to let flimp 

deteriorate.” Mr. Dumas said. He said be had discussed fee issue wife 
U.S. Secretary of Stale James Baker and France’s European Community 
(EC) partners. 
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Iraq reports heavy allied casualties 

King, Hammadi 
discuss latest 





A Baghdad buflfeng hit in the 


Baghdad skies quiet, but 
intense air attacks on Basra 


Combined agency dh p a tc h e a 

IRAQ SAID Saturday it inflicted 
heavy cagnaftirs on allied troops 
wife a banage of rocket fire into 
Saadi Arabia, reported a nnssfle 
strike on Td Aviv and declared 
feat its forces were ready to repel 
a ground df&nove. _ -* 

A mflitaiy communique broad- 
cast tm Baghdad Baffio Saturday 
night said alfied forces carried out 
345 air raids on Iraq late Friday 
and early Saturday. 

The skies over Baghdad were 
quiet, in contrast with recent 
days. But travellers arriving from 
the southern port city of Basra 
said intensive air raids continued 
there, Ui g et tin g industrial sites 
and communications installa- 
tions. 

The military communique said 
the missile attack cm Israel, which 
caused at least 25 injuries accord- 
mg to Israeli officials, was bum- 


died because “the Zionists are 
behind every aggression against 
Arabs and Iraq.” 

“After doing their duty, our 
mkale launchers ret u rn safely 
to base, with God’s help,” die 
radio said. 

The radio said the missile fired 
at Israel was an A1 Hussein, a 
modified longer-range version of 
die Soviet-designed Scud nriraBe. 

The mOitaxy communique also 
said Iraqi troops “directed a 
series of strikes wife ground rock- 
ets at enemy postions across our 
borders wife Saudi Arabia, caus- 
ing many losses in men and 
ammunition an the hostile side.” 
It gave no details. 

U.S. marine artillery fire and 
air strikes destroyed an Iraqi 
command post made Kuwait in a 
series of border skirmishes in 
winch two Iraqis were captured, 
n prinet said Saturday. 

Marines operating near Umm 


Gudair oO field attacked around 
sunset Friday, reporters were 
told. 

The marines also fired at Iraqi 
troops along the border and took 
two prisoners in separate inci- 
dents early Saturday. 

No details were given of any 
Iraqi fire but reporters weretoW 
there were no U.S. casualties. 

It was the second consecutive 
day of border skirmishes after a 
four-day lulL Marines said no 
U.S. troops entered Kuwait dur- 
ing the fighting. 

The Defence Ministry, news- 
paper, A1 Qadisriya, said fee 
Iraqi army was “frilly ready” for 
fee expected allied ground offen- 
sive on Kuwait 

“We have prepared for them 
something that will make them 
regret the day they were born,” 
said the newspaper, vowing that 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gorbachev says allies risk exceeding 
U.N. mandate, sends envoy to Iraq 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
r- : President Mikhail Gorbachev 
laid Saturday the allied forces 
inked exceeding the United Na- 
tfams mandate to oust Iraqi troops 
Gram Kuwait and the Gulf war 
: bad to be ended as soon as 

•_r : possible. 

~v Mr. Gorbachev appealed to 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to 
^ reconsider what was at stake for. 
^ Iraq and said he was sending his 
personal envoy to Ba g hd ad im- 
j mediately. 

'*»; In a statement carried by fee 
-. official TASS news agency, Mr. 

. ^ Gorbachev said the Soviet lead- 
^ erririp in principle remained com- 
' mitted to Security Council resolu- 
1 lions aimed at ending die Iraqi 
occupation. 

_ _ “The Soviet leadenhip empha- 

.. rises again its principled adher- 
fi! race to resolutions of t be U.N. 
Sec uri t y Council, which express 


the wiB of the majority of coun- 
tries... for a new international 
order excluding aggression (and) 
encroachment on foreign terri- 
tory and natural riches,” Mr. 
Gorbachev said. 

“However, fee logic of military 
operations, (and) the character of 
mili tary actions threaten to ex- 
ceed the mandate defined by 
these resolutio ns,” be said. 

Mr. Gorbachev did not specify 
how the coabton might exceed 
the U-N. mandate, which autho- 
rised use of all necessary means 
to have Iraq withdraw from 
Kuwait 

Soviet officials previously have 
said they feared the coalition 
might not only liberate Kuwait, 
tart also occupy Iraq. 

In Washington, the White 
House had no immediate com- 
ment on Mr. Gorbachev’s state- 
ments, said spokesman B2 Har- 


low. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s statements 
did not alter the Soviet Union’s 
diplomatic position towards the 
Gulf war. The Soviets have ex- 
pressed verbal support for the 
coalition but have not contri- 
buted arms or troops against 
Iraq, which until recently was a 
Soviet ally. 

Mr. Gorbachev said he believed 
die war was entering a critical 
phase — a possible allusion to the 
start of a land offensive by the 
alfied coalition, which was orga- 
nised by the United States. 

“Events in the 'Persian’ Gulf 
region are taking a more and 
more alarming and dramatic 
turn,” he said. “The flywheel is 
spinning faster and faster in the. 
biggest war of the past decade. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Security Council to debate Gulf 
war, but may shut out public 


:$war, out d 

" 'UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
,7 nv— The U-N. Security Council has 
bedded to hold a formal meeting 
; ^v )u the Gulf war with the United 
i ^ hates and Britain advocating the 
J‘ ar^ttrion be held behind dosed 
floors, a procedure not used for 

ye®"* 

. Ambassador Simbmrashe 
i - -''pr'hnba^cgiri of Zimbabwe, who 
‘ -«*sok over the council presidency 
February, ended weeks of de- 
c^tte on whether to have a mcct- 
^ y ,lg at afl by announc in g he would 
> t s “7j»^Dnvene one next W e dnesday 
r would let memben deride 

format 

7^ yCknmcfl members Yemen and 
■ have requested the meet- 

Other nations, inc h id mg five 
■- ^-;«th African states, abo have 
rr fit L «rcised their right as U-N-. 
j* : * l 4 ^ieabem to request and take part 
a council session. They aB 


insist it be held in public. 

Yemeni Ambassador Abdalla 
A1 Arina) said he felt fee war was 
getting out of hand while fee 
Security Council sat and did no- 
thing, having loat control of a 
nnnflka it a u thori s ed. 

However, British Ambassador 
David Hannay said an open de- 
bate at a. time Iraq had not 
inA^atmA any change in its policy 
“does not seem to us# fikely to be 
particularly fruitful.” 

He unseated that a public de- 
bate would be only “an e x c han ge 

of pre-ordained, pre-drsfted 

speeches” while a private session 
mi ght have an “element of dia- 
logue” with countries who had 
some contact with Iraq and might 
be aide to persuade Baghdad to 
change Its position. 

Nine votes among the council’s 

15 nations are needed to adopt 


procedural motions, such as fee 
kind of meeting to hold. 

The United States and Britain 
are expected to convince a major- 
ity of council members to support 
a dosed session, although non- 
aligned nations advocating an 
open debate still hope for support 
from France and Austria. 

Council members on Friday 
also beard Secreataxy-Gcacral 
Javier Perez de Cuellar express 
angnish over the plight of civi- 
lians in Iraq and Kuwait and said 
he particularly hoped weapons of 
maim destruction would not be 

used in the Gulf conflict 
The secretary-general also 

briefed fee council about his deci- 
sion to send a U.N. team to 
defiver a shipment of emergency 
medical supplies to Iraq for the 

(Continued on page 5) 


developments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday held mlkc 
with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Saddoun Hammadi on the latest 
developments in the Gulf war, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 
ported. 

Mr. Hammadi, who arrived 
here earfier in the day after a visit 
to Iraq, was believed to have 
briefed fee King on an Iranian 
peace initiative to end die 23-day- 
old war. 

Mr. Hammadi ,' who is also a 
member of the Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC), is 
accompanied by a delegation 
which includes Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Sa’id A1 Sah- 
haf , Parliament Deputy Speaker 
Ghanem Aziz and other officials. 

Mr. Hammadi will hold talks 
with Jordanian officials on bi- 
lateral relations and the develop- 
ments in the Gulf war. He is 
expected to visit the Arab 
Maghre b states after Jordan. 

The delegation was received in 
the airport upon arrival by Fore- 
ign Minister Taber AI Masri, the 
Iraqi Ambassador to ■ Jordan 
Noon Ismail Alawis and several 


officials. 

Parliamentarians arrive 

Two Iraqi parliamentarians 
also arrived in Jordan Saturday to 
brief their cou n te r pa r ts on die 
Gulf war. 

Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif AraMyat, who welcoming 
them, said: 

“Every honest person in tins 
nation is... waiting for victory 
over the enemies who came from 
abroad with the coordination of 
fee Zionists and coordination of 
members of our (Arab) Nation 
who took a shameful stand,” he 
said. 

The Iraqi parliamentarians 
were expected to travel to Jordan 
last week but Amman said they 
postponed their trip because of 
allied bombing on the hi gh w ay 
from B aghd ad 

Jordan Television said the de- 
legation will hold talks with Up- 
per and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment speakers and members on 
“the role the Arab Pariiamentaiy 
Union can take in the current 
situation in the region.” 


Diesel price hiked for transits 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet, in a meeting Saturday 
under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
decided to charge every non- 
Jordanian truck and transport 
vehicle crossing the country JD 
40 because of the difference in 


the price of dieseL According 
to' the derision, the truckers 
will have to pay JD 0,500 for 
each litre of diesel if their 
cons ump tion exceeds 200 litres 
while in the Kingdom. The 
decision takes effect as of 
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 1991. 


Iraq replies to 
Iranian initiative 


Combined 


Hkpa tfhw 


IRAN’S TOP policy-making 
body met on Saturday to discuss 
Iraqi President Saddam Hasan's 
reply to Tehran’s proposal for 
ending the Gulf war. 

President Ah Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjam chair ed thft meeting of 
the Supreme National Security 
Council after receiving the reply 
from Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Saadoun Hammadi, the Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA said. 

Mr. Hammadi. who last week 
took Mr. Rafsanjanfs proposal to 
President Saddam, briefed the 
Iranian president on the war. 

“Iraq’s president and its lead- 
ership carefully studied the mes- 
sage and I am now carrying a 
written answer,” Mr. Hammadi 
said cm arrival in Tehran. 

He left later for home via the 
Bakfataran border. 


ERNA said die council meeting 
reviewed the “critical stuation in 
the region” and stressed the need 
for diplomatic efforts to end die 

C Oflflk J ■ 

Iran, which fought a war with 
Iraq from 1980 to 1988, has re- 
mained neutral in the 23-day-old 
war between Iraq and U.S. -led 
allies ranged a gaiwar Baghdad 

It has dubbed the conflict “the 
od war,” underiming its view that 
both sides are fighting for unjust, 

m a t e rial causes. 

Mr. Ra&anjani Wednesday 
told French President Francois 
Mitterrand he was waiting for 
B a g hd ad ’s reply before launching 
his initiative to end the war. 

He said on Monday he was 
ready to meet President Saddam 
and open a dialogue wife the 
Americans for peace. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Cheney briefed on 
ground war prospects 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. DEFENCE Secretary Dick 
Cheney got a nine-hour briefing 
from his commanders Saturday 
on prospects for a ground war in 
Kuwait amid reports of increased 
skirmishes between American 
and Iraqi border units. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
said Mr. Cheney , ordered here by 
President George Bush to assess 

pr ogre ss in the three-week-old 
Gulf war, was pres en ted with “a 
wealth of information.” 

Mr. Cheney and General Cohn 
Powell, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, return to 
Washington Sunday and report to 
Mr. Bush Monday on results of 
qliieH air ntf« d n i against Iraqi 
targets and pr o sp ects for ground 
attack by the U.S.-led forces. 

Due to the ■ importance of 
Saturday’s briefing, Mr. Cheney 
skipped a scheduled visit to a 
U.S. Patriot missile battery on 
the outskirts of Sudi Arabia*! 
capital. 

Patriots have been used to 
shoot down Iraqi Scud missiles 


fired against Saudi Arabia and 
Israel. 

There has been speculation 
that the multinational force of 
more than 700,000 might begin a 
ground assault within weeks to 
drive up to a half million Iraqis 
from Kuwait. 

Mr. Cheney has refused to say 
what he will recommend to Mr. 
Bush, but has hinted that a li- 
mited ground war might help 
draw entrenched Iraqi troops and 
armour into the open where they 
could be destroyed by alHed war- 
planes. 

Mr. Cheney, who will hold a 
news c onference before leaving 
Riyadh Sunday morning, was 
urged by some members of Con- 
gress before leaving Washington 
on Thursday to delay a ground, 
attack, which could cause 
thousands of allied casualties. 

They said an extended period 
of additional allied bombing 
could further weaken fee Iraqi 

force. 

Britain and Egypt, seeking to 

(Continued on page 5) 



A scene cf BigMsd’i AI Jumhouriyah Bridge which wns wrecked In affied bombing raids Friday' 

Jordan rejects U.S. contention, 
says pressure will not work 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's position on 
the Gulf ensis remains unchanged 
despite the harsh criticism coming 
from Wash in g ton and fee King- 
dom will continue to stick to its 
stand and ap proach to fee Gulf 
warreganfless of pr e ssur e coming 
from any quarters. Information 
Minister Ibrahim Izzeddine said 
Saturday. 

“Our position has been formu- 
lated with very dear understand- 
ing of the complexities of the 
Gulf conflict, Arab affairs and 
fee broader problems in fee Mid- 
dle East,” Mr. TTzeridrnr. said. 
“We have always insisted on ap- 
plying international legitimacy 
in an conflicts, and from the very 
outset of tiie Gulf crisis, we have 
made our position very clear,” be 
said. 

Mr. Izzeddine was commenting 
on a statement by President 
George Bush on Friday that Jor- 
dan had “moved over, way over, 
to Saddam Hussein’s camp total- 
ly.” 

Mr. Bush’s criticism of Jordan 



iHrofaim izzcdtfinr 

was prompted by a speech to the 
nation made by Ms Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday in which he 
accused the American-led coali- 
tion of waging a war aimed at 
destroying Iraq. 

“There is indeed a definite 
change in language and tone of 
our approach,” Mr. Izzeddine 
told tiie Jordan Times Saturday. 
“That is because of the new fret 


— the destruction of an Arab 
country: Iraq.” 

“But there is do shift whatsoev- 
er in our policy and principled 
approach to the Gulf crisis,” he 
said. “We still insist that the issue 
be resolved on the basis of inter- 
national legitimacy,” he added. 

Mr. fcz e ddme noted that Jor- 
dan has always reaffirmed its 
rejection of acquisition and 
annexation of territory by milit- 
ary force and this also applies to 
Kuwait as well as Israel’s occupa- 
tion of Arab territories. 

“We still have tiie embassy of 
Kuwait in Amman, don’t we?” 
tiie minister asked raising a point 
that if Jordan was indeed an 
afl-ont s up p or ter of Iraq why it has 
not recognised Kuwait as the 19th 
province of Iraq as proclaimed by 
Baghdad. 

“We did not want tins war, and 
tried our best to avert it,” Mr. 
Izzeddine said. “We still insist, 
that there should be a negotiated 
solution to the problem.” 

The first sign of the diplomatic 

(Continued on page 5) 


Scud shatters Israeli 
hopes for normalcy 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
fresh Iraqi Said missile a t t ac k 
that injured 26 people and dam- 
aged scores of homes in fee cen- 
tre oi fee country has dashed 
Israeli hopes feat ifle was return- 
ing to normal. 

The lone missile ended six 
straight nights without air raid 
areas, forcing residents to don 
gas masks and sprint into rooms 
sealed against poison gas attack. 

Saturday’s attack was the life 
on Israel by Iraq since the Gulf 
war began on Jan. 17. 

A Said fitted wife a conven- 
tional warhead was intercepted 
by U.S. Patriot anti-missile mis- 
siles but chunks of debris 
smashed into a middle class 
neighbourhood at 2.40 a.m. (0040 
GMT). 

The debris crushed the roots of 
about a dozen houses, blew out 
windows for hundreds of metres 
and turned a row of cars into a 
smoldering black heap. Israel 
Radio said some 150 flats were 
damaged. 

Iraq said the missile attack on 
Israel was launched because “the 
Zionists are behind ever y aggres- 
sion against Arabs and Iraq.” 

“Our courageous missile force 
at dawn today launched a des- 
tructive strike with AI Hussein 
missiles at Tel Aviv, the capital of 
die Zionist entity, to avenge the 
intifada and Iraqi martyrs,” tiie 
radio said. “After doing their 
duty, our missfle la u n c h e rs re- 
turned safely to base, wife God’s 
help” 

The AI Hussein is a modified 
version of tiie Soviet-designed 
Scud missile. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said after the latest mis- 
sile attack that fee anger to Israel 
was on the wane and even farther 


barrages might not change his 
government’s policy of mflitaiy 
restraint. 

. “I don’t think generally it 
would change,” he said of that 
policy. 

Mr. Shamir said that while 
Israel had not responded militari- 
ly to the Iraqi strikes, “we check 
die situation, conditions every 
day and every hours.” 

“The moment it would be dear 
to us that we, wife our forces, 
amid do something to end or 
weaken the threat, we would not 
hesitate to do it,” he told Israel 
Television. 

At the urging of its mam ally 
the United States, Israel has not 
retaliated for the Scuds fired at it 
by Iraq. Four people have been 
killed and about 300 wounded in 
the strikes. 

Israel has said that to retaliate 
it must have prior coordination 
wife U.S.-Jed forces, winch have 
repeatedly bombed missile sites 
in western Iraq. 

In a separate interview with 
Israel Radio, Mr. Shamir said: 
“We are disawsing and checking 
this morn in g and will throughout 
fee day what more can be done to 
prevent the attacks against us. If 
we see any possibility, we will act 
on it.” 

“But for now I want to say 
there is no basis for worry that 
fee danger has increased. The 
danger did not increase during 
the night or (will it) during the- 
coming days. The opposite — the 
danger is waning.” 

Saturday’s attack was the first 

for six days and the fifth straight 

in which Iraq has fired just one 
missile. It was also the fint mis- 
sile since Jan. 26 to hit an Israeli 

(Continued on page 5) 


14 truckers 
killed in 
allied raids 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Jor- 
dan has told the United Nations 
Friday that 14 people had been 
kBed in air attacks inside Iraq 

on vehicles l> ** ftll E***E to Jorda- 
nian cwnpanits between Jan. 
29 and Feb. 5. 

In a letter to Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar, Jordanian U.N. repre- 
sentative AbteBafa Sahh said 
tiie busbtag by United States 
and allied aircraft took place on 
the Baghdad- Amman road. 

It said 26 people had been 
beared and 54 tracks and tank- 
ers da ma ged or destroyed hi 
the attacks. 

Up to Feb. 4, seven Jorda- 
nians and an Indian had been 
kffied. The wo un ded In clu ded 
14 Jor da n ian s, four Indians, 
two Egyptians and one Thai, 
while 42 vehicles were dama ged 
or completely destroyed. 

Mr. Salali mid that on Feb. 5 
another she people were Idled 
and five wounded, whfie eight 
v eh fchi were M* He fed not 
give the —Saw mi . ■ of thos e 


Jordan Friday also drea- 
faded as a DJt. dorumn i t the 
teat of a s p e e ch on Wednesday 
by Os Mqjesly Ktog Haoadn. 

Jordan la enforcing fuel 
ntionteg to cope wife the dimi- 

ais he d flow of oB from Iraq, Its 


Journalists 
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Velayati says American 
policy remains unchanged 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Iran’s 
foreign minister f ores e e s no im- 
provement in relations with the 
United States but says Tehran is 
ready to explore a security pact 
with Arab gov er nments in the 
Gulf. 

Ali Akbar Velayati, in an inter- 
view with the magazine Middle 
East insigh t, said Washington 
does not want to change its fore- 
ign policy in ontor to repair rela- 
tions with Iran. 

He cited Iranian assets that 
remain frozen after more than a 
decade. “The United States 
hasn’t changed its policy,” Mr. 
Velayati said. “If you comp are 
their policy now with their own 
policy 10 years ago, it is the same 
as when I came to the foreign 
ministry 10 years ago.” 

On the other hand, Mr. 
Velayati said I ranian cooperation 
with the Gulf countries, including 
Iraq, was essential in order to 
have “a secure and calm region." 

He said the countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), led by Saudi Arabia, 
“cannot ignore the role of Iran 
which has grossly 50 per cent of 
the total coast of the ‘Persian 


Gulf." 

Mr. Velayati said the Iran-Iraq 
war and Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
“confirm this theory that without 
real and comprehensive coopera- 
tion among those countries which 
are in the region yon cannot have 
security in this region." 

The foreign minister was inter- 
viewed Jan. 31 in Tehran by 
George A. Nader, the magazine’s 
editor. 

On Thursday, Secretary of 
State James Baker told Congress 
fire government was willing to 
have talks with Iranian leaders 
provided Tehran renounced “ter- 
rorism” and arranged the release 
of Americans held hostage by 
pro-Iranian forces in Lebanon. 

The United Stales and Iran 
severed diplomatic ties in 1979. 

Mr. Baker said Iran was mak- 
ing a “credible” effort to resolve 
the - Gulf war but that its activities 
and those of other nations had 
not proved to be productive. 

Some 100 Iraqi warplanes have 
been flown to Iran. The Tehran 
g ov ernm ent, asserting its neutral- 
ity in the conflict, has pledged to 
keep them there until the war is 
over. 


In the interview, Mr. Velayati 
challenged Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s authority to de- 
clare a holy war. 

“This is not his job ...” the 
foreign minister said. “We have 
our religious leader. Ayatollah 
Khamenei is our religious leader. 

If he announces a holy war, all ( 
people wiD follow Us order. But ' 
this is not the job of Saddam 
Hussein.” 

Mr. Velayati, which fought a 
costly eight-year war with Iraq 
until 1989, reaffirmed Iran’s neut- 
rality in die Gulf war. 

“Our position is quite dear,” 
be said. “We have said that we 
have a neutral position. We don’t 
want to fight against one side to 
benefit another side. We will 
remain neutral.” 

Asked what Iran would do if it 
were threatened, the foreign 
minister replied: “We defend our 
principles, our territory, our 
sovereignty, our independence. 
That’s quite dear. Any country 
should defend its own in t e rest s , 
its own sovereignty, independ- 
ence. ... If our country is attack- 
ed, we will react prop e rly.” 


Gulf peace team to stay on in 
Jordan to pursue its efforts 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — At least 22 of the 
original 93 members of the Gulf 
Peace Team wiD stay in Jordan 
to continue peaceful activities, 
team organisers say. 

Among the projects that the 
peace team now considers is the 
creation of groups formed from 
the peace team to “symbolical- 
ly" protect Red Crescent and 
Red Cross supplies and person- 
nel going to Baghdad. 

“We want to shield the 
medicament and humanitarian 
aid going to Baghdad from get- 
ting bombarded. Our presence, 
we consider, would be a 
guarantee that the transport 
vans would be filled with huma- 
nitarian aid,” said Tim Barker, 
one of the peace team members 
staying in Jordan. 

Over 30 members of the team 
recently had an audience with 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, who com- 
mended them for their efforts 
to halt the Gulf war and gave 
them some advice. 

“The Crown Prince told us 
that he was concerned about 
our credibility and he suggested 
that we could do a lot to raise 


the awareness about the reali- 
ties of tins war back home,” 
Mr. Barker said. 

Team organisers told the Jor- 
dan Times that since several of 
the peace team members are 
working in the media some of 
them will go to their home 
countries to report on what 
they have seen as soon as possi- 
ble. Others meanwhile will stay 
here to continue documenting 
the war from Jordan. 

A commemorative march to 
mark the 17th of every month 
by peace team members and 
their supporters around the 
world is also among the group's 
objectives. Those Gulf Peace 
Team members staying in Jor- 
dan plan to “link up” with 
Jordanian organisations that 
vrill demonstrate for peace on 
the 17th. 

- •- Organisers say that another 
peace camp along the 
Jordanian-West Bank border is 
also being considered by the 
team but final plans have not 
yet been made. 

In an open letter that the 
peace team presented to the 
United States embassy as well 
as to the embassy of the United 
Kingdom in Amman the team 


urged increased diplomatic 
efforts to bring about peace and 
understanding. 

“Bearing in mind the horrific 
war we axe involved in and the 
need for a settlement of many 
issues in this area, we are de- 
plored by reductions of essen- 
tial embassy staff,” read the 
letter. 

“It is vital to be able to use all 
peaceful means to restore 
peace,” the tetter continued. 
‘To fins end an increase not a 
decrease would seem the cor- 
rect action.” 

Urging the embassies to con- 
sider those foreign citizens who 
wish to stay in this part of the 
world file letter read, “We also 
remind you of the large number 
of your citizens here who desire 
to five in peace and harmony 
with their Arab hosts... these 
aspirations must be considered, 
as well as their right to con- 
tinued consular services.” 

Team organisers say that 
they hope to raise as much 
consciousness as they can in 
their native countries, all In all 
some 25 around die world. 
Their friends in Jordan they 
hope “will be their friends fore- 
ver.” 


Sand like talcum powder gives 
allies maintenance headache 


SAUDI ARABIA (R) — Fine 
sand like talcum power has dra- 
matically increased weapons and 
vehicle maintenance forU.S. and 
allied ground forces as they pre- 
pare for a possible offensive on 
Iraqi positions inside Kuwait. 

Plagued for months in the run- 
up to the Gulf war by sand that 
clogged equipment, the forces 
now moved to forward positions 
find therqselves on even more 
damaging terrain. 

Maintenance crews say it could 
seriously impair equipment if the 
conflict lasts months. 

The pervasive powdery sand of 
northern Saudi Arabia permeates 
weapons, vehicles and compu- 
ters. The desert is also extremely 
rocky is taking its toll on supply 
and passenger vehicles. 

“It's a nuisance we can do 
without. It required a lot of extra 
effort to keep things clean.” said 
Sergeant First Class Surender 
Kothakota. of a U.S. army 
maintenance battalion. “Longer 
term, it could be a serious prob- 
lem.” 

Air filters on motor vehicles 
have to be changed every two 


days compared with every 
148.000 kilometres) under normal 
conditions. Sgt. Kothakota said. 

Filters on gas attack detection 
systems, normally replaced every 
72 hours, must be changed on the 
hour. 

Magazines on M-16 rifles, stan- 
dard U.S. infantrymen's equip- 
ment. clog with sand and have 
jammed and some soldiers wrap 
their rifles in undershirts to stop 
key components seizing up with 
desert dust. 

The sand has clogged vehicle 
transmission and fuel filters and 
rocks puncture tyres. 

“It just makes everyone's life 
more difficult.” said Sgt. Scott 
Tarplee. who directs aircraft to 
resupply troops. “It's not some- 
thing that cannot be dealt with,” 

When the U.S. -led military 
buildup in Saudi Arabia began 
shortly after Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, crews noticed 
sand was eroding the leading 
edges of helicopter rotor blades. 

The military solved the prob- 
lem by applying an epoxy tape to 
the edges. But in the north, 
where the sand is finer and rises 


more easily, the tape has to be 
changed after several hours. 

The fine dust gets sucked into 
helicopter engines and not even 
particle separators can keep it all 
out. 

“For now. they are performing 
well,” said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bill Tucker, the commander of a 
U.S. army battalion of Apache 
tank-killing helicopter. 

“It's going to have an effect. 
You can't put a time or a date on 
it.” he said. 

“It wears out moving parts of 
the engines. The sand collects 
inside the engine, causes it to get 
hotter and therefore it doesn't 
produce as much power.” 

Other Apache pilots said 
antennas and other senstive elec- 
tronic parts were at risk and that 
the whirl of the rotors kicked up 
gravel which caused “dints and 
dings“ on the aircraft that could 
eventually upset its aerodynamic 
structure. 

Apache crew chief Sgt. Philip 
Pierce said parts on the helicopter 
had been replaced as needed and 
that supplies were being provided 
without too much delay. 


DEVASTATED: A bos drives along a Baghdad street when 
alter being hit to fhe-affied bombing raids 


Egypt says 
17 held on 
‘Iraqi plots’ 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s interior 
minister was quoted Saturday as 
saying that 17 people had been 
arrested and had confessed to 
planning sabotage and assassina- 
tion operations guided by Iraqi 
intelligence. 

Minister Abdul Hatim Musa 
said he and Foreign Minister 
Esin at Abdnl Mcguid were 
among the targets for “hit and 
Tun" killin gs 

The semi-official A1 Abram 
newspaper quoted Mr. Musa as 
saying that those arrested in- 
cluded four Iraqis, two Jorda- 
nians and a Tunisian. 

Their aim was to create the 
impression that Egyptians were 
carrying ant the attacks, he said. 
- Egypt has tightened security 
since the Gulf crisis in August. A 
key member in the anti-Iraq 
coalition, it has sent some 35,000 
troops to the Gulf to figh t Iraq. 

In another interview, with file 
mass-drculation A1 Akfabar, Mr. 
Musa said a maximum of 20.000 
people were being detained 
imder emergency, laws introduced 
in ,1981 after Muslim fun- 
damentalists lulled President 
Anwar Sadat 

Most of these were being held 
for drag or financial offences with 
a small number for political 
reasons. 

“I stress there are no deten^ 
tions without evidence,” inter- 
rogations...,” Mr. Musa said. 

Magbdi Hussein, deputy editor 
of the opposition A1 Shaab news- 
paper, has been detained without 
triad since Jan. 25 for criticising 
the Gulf war at a mosque, col- 
leagues said. 

On Friday, the Egyptian Orga- 
nisation for Human Rights said 
psychiatrist and human rights 
activist Mohammad Mandour 
had been picked up at dawn in a 
crackdown on opponents of the 
Gulf. 

At least 22 university students 
were also detained, the organisa- 
tion said. Security officials said a 
□umber of students known to 
stage demonstrations had been 
picked up as part of “preventive 
and precautionary measures.” 
'Mr. Musa warned in the A1 
Akfabar interview that trouble- 
makers at universities — to 
reopen on Saturday and Sunday 
after a two-week closure for fear 
of demonstrations — would be 
dealt with firmly. 

“Universities are a place for 
science and learning not for poli- 
tical activity,” be said. “We will 
take action strongly and firmly 
against anyone who tries to cause 
unrest or block the learning pro- 


Legal political channels existed 
for students to vent their opposi- 
tion, such as in the oppos i tion 
media, he said, adding that no 
demonstrations would be 
allowed. 


War will damage Arab-U.S. 
ties for 50 years — bishop 


CANBERRA (R) — The Gulf 
war win damage relations be- 
tween the United States and the 
Arab World for the next 50 years, 
a senior American religions lead- 
er and member of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) said 
Saturday. . 

The war is a disproportionate 
response to Iraqi aggression and 
will cause more damage,” Bishop 
Edmond Browning of the Angli- 
can Episcopal Church in the Un- 
ited States told a news co n ference 
at the council’s seventh assembly 
In the Australian capital. 

Bishop Browning, who led a 
religious delegation to the Gulf 
last December, said U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush had told him 
on his return that a report by the 
London-based human rights 
organisation Amnesty Interna- 
tional on alleged Iraqi atrocities 
in Kuwait supported U.S. milit- 
ary involvement 

But Bishop Browning said die 
United States’ failure to make 
similar responses to Amnesty re- 
ports on South Africa, Saudi Ara- 
bia and Syria meant its foreign 
policy was inconsistent 

“The U.S. foreign policy is a 
double standard,” said Bishop 
Browning, a member of the WCC 
central committee. 

“If 40 years of co nfro ntation 
with the Soviet Union could have 
happened without a major milit- 
ary conflict ... it seems to me we 
could have had some ingenuity 
and solved the Gulf crisis in a 
Mtnilar way.” 


Bishop Browning said the Gulf 
war was not in the interest of the 
United States or the Middle East. 

“I think: we will inherit enmity 
of the Arab World for the next 50 
years, at least,” he said. 

Bishop Browning said he did 
not believe the American people 
supp orte d the war, despite U.S. 
opinion showing support at be- 
tween 80 to 85 per cent. 

“My analysis is that people are 
really not supporting the war. 
What they are praying for and 
hoping for is the their young men 
and women and husbands and 
wives will return safely,” be said. 

Bishop Browning was critical 
of Mr. Bush for not heeding the 
call by religious leaders for a 
ceasefire. 

“It is dear that ins agenda is 
very different from what we have 
asked for. I think his agenda is to 
get Iraq out of Kuwait, but 
whether be will then go beyond 
the border and into Iraq remains 
to be seen. But I think that is his 
major agenda,” be said. 

Bishop Browning said it was 
never too late to call a ceasefire 
and return to the negotiating 
table. 

“Political negotiations are the 
only way to proceed,” he said. 

The 'Worid Council of Chur- 
ches which represents 316 chur- 
ches, excluding the Roman 
Catholic faith, meets every seven 
years to fopnulate religious poli- 
cy. The seventh assembly runs 
until Feb. 20. 


Gulf war is turning 
into world war three 
— church leader 


CANBERRA (R) — The Gulf 
war is turning into world war 
three with allied forces unpre- 
pared to negotiate a ceasefire, a 
senior executive of the World 
Council of Churches said Satur- 
day. 

“The war that is taking place in 
the Gulf area is not the Gulf war, 
it is a global war with afl its 
dimensions, aspects, manifesta- 
tions and implications,” 
Archbishop Aram Kedifahian of 
Lebanon’s Armenian Orthodox 
Church told a news conference at 
the council’s seventh assembly in 
the Australian capital. 

“This is not a local war, it is not 
a regional war, it is becoming, 
unfortunately, world war three.” 

Archbishop Keshishian, a 
member of the council’s central 
committee and motferator at the 
assembly, said allied forces had 
overstepped the United Nations 
mandate to evict Iraq from 
Kuwait, adding that the United 
States had political motives for its 
military involvement. 

“The coalition has gone 
beyond the mandate established, 
by the U.N. and is now looking at 
the destruction of Iraq,” he said. 


“The mandate and scope of the 
U.N. proposal is broadening day 
by day. A ceasefire is not accept- 
able to fiie coalition.” 

However, Archbishop 
Keshishian said he believed there 
was still a chance for peace, but 
long-term peace in the region 
depended on the settlement of all 
Middle East conflicts. 

“Peace is always a possiblity in 
the Middle East ... despite the 
destruction," he said. 

“The problems of the Middle 
East are interrelated. We believe 
that this (Gulf) crisis can and 
should be solved in the broader 
context of all crises in the re- 
gion," 

He said to regard all conflicts in 
the Middle East as religious 
based was a mfemteap retoti on. 

“Even the problem between 
Israel and the Arab World, the 
Palestinian question, is not a reli- 
gious problem. It is a problem of 
political nature and scope,” he 


He said the Gulf war was not a 
religious war, but a political war. 

“It is a war with definite poli- 
tical and military purposes and 
goals,” be said. 
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Japanese volunteer to Join Iraqi 

TOKYO (R) — Iraq’* 

unwerabnthranot 

embassy m ** jew. 

said whether Baghdad otSdals and lr«p 

agency said. Japanese n ^ went to the 

y«re nnava^etoOT^^^ Kyodo ***. “I don’t 
embassy to enlist m tbe Iraq* t do support his opinion te 

36,’S «— ■ — * ■ 

Foreign Ministry official as saymg. 

Soviets refuse to fly German missiles 

BONN (R) - 

Itakey was was a war m. 

the cargo plane refused to B? ^ . Antonov- 12* traa»part 

The German Defence Ministry ariT^rttofiy 

plane landed eight hours. 

Roland 

pledge to defends® SL of thTpUne, which had been 

on the g round, ere* Ttfose J^^ to Turkey, raying 

airmen have been based for a month. 

Palestinian arrested at U.S. border 

SEATTLE (AP) — The government is hiding a PjdMtiDM 

student vriw ft contends was carrying suspiawiMien^to 

Soroey says he is being singled ** 

federal judge set bond at $7,500 for 23-year-oJd Khak* Aahotg , 
andimmigration officials said they would continue »*™*ff* 
him. MfrTAshour, a U.S. resident for five years. ^ dcportaPow 
on a charge that his student status 

and Naturalisation Service bad listed Mr. Ashour as a pttteoaal 
threat to national security, citing evidence seized ob was 
arrested Jan. 23 at the U-S.-Canadian border north of Semitk. 
Among other things, officials found a paramihtaiy cato fof an a 
identification belonging to other people. Immigraoou Attorney 
Greg FehHngs withdrew that daim, saying there was no specific 
information that Mr. Ashour is a “terrorist" or has comcnttod any 
“terrorist” crimes. Mr Ashour’s attorney. Carol Edward, said Mr. 
Ashour has been unjustly singled out because of his o ationatity . 
She says he is a victim of concern about possible “te rrorism ** 
jinked to the Gulf war. He attended Boise State University k . 
fttahn last Semester, but was forced to withdraw because hit =■ 
parents, who live in Qatar, couldn't afford to continue paying fat - 
his education, Ms. Edward said. 

U.S. criticises Israel for Lebanon raid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. government Friday 
Israel for its raids on Palestinian Camps in southern 
Israelis launched their first deep-penetration raid in 
since the Gulf war began, hitting a Palestinian base. The 
came a few hours before the guerrillas withdrew to make 7 
Lebanese government troops. It was tbe third Israeli attack 
region in tbe past two days. State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwfler called the Israeli raids “part of a cyde of 
violence which only creates more pain and suffering for the 
people of the area.” She then went on to commend the Lebanese 
government for sending troops into tbe region. It was the army's 
-first move into the region since 1975. There was no immediate 
response from Israel about file U.S. criticism. 

Bush commends Major for calm 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush called British 
Prime Minister John Major Friday to Thursday’s mortar 
attack near 10 Downing Street, the White House said. “The 
President found Mm in good spirit. He (Mr. Bush) said the 
American people have total admiration for him and his cabinet.” 

' said presidential spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. Mr. Fiizwater said 
the President commended Mr. Major “for tbe calm and 
courageous man ner in which he has responded fo the Irish 
repubfican Army attack." Major was meeting with his cabinet on 
Thursday when the mortar round, fired from a van, exploded in 
the back garden of the prime minister’s residence. Tbe Irish 
republican Army claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Iraq owes Greece $127 million 

ATHENS (AP) — Iraq owes Greece $127 million for military 
materials and ammunition it purchased during its eight-year war 

A^S^ h fc 80, S? nCn£ Said Friday ' Dcfence Undersecretary 
Atexandros Papadongonas said Iraq owes $75 million to the 

Pwfe!i ^ ^2-5 million to munitions manufacturer 

Wed. Both companies are staie-cwncd. Mr. Papadongonas did 
^ Purchased, but said Greece wo^y to 

Smoke from Iraq covers Iranian city 

hbuk Smoke oomin « Iraq, possibly 

for Environment Protection a^y^tbenroltt m, 

from the bombs fired on Iraq,” mNA^aid. 

been pounding Iraq since Jan 17 vlxocs have 

country mcliKfiog tfae major oil n-itr!. acrwa *** 
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Hwwfa Saturday recdra Cypriot For eig n Minister George lacovou (Petra photo) 


bord! ' RJ buses join fleet 
v§of public transport 


~V : -> AMMAN (J-T) — A dedine in 
; Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
■ ^ flmid the general weak air trans- 

::i - : -:^port on Middle East routes has 
^ T >.' helped the national air carrier to 
r release 15 of its buses to be used 
-^-5.' by the Public Transport Coipora- 
tion (PTC) along -with other PTC 
buses operating in Amman, 

^ according to an RJ official Satnr- 
day. 

The official said that an agree- 
moit was signed recently be- 
tween RJ and the FTC nnder 
which the latter would assnme the 
i operation of die 15 buses for 
public transport following the- 
government decision to allow pri- 
_ vate cars to ran on alternate days 
only. 

__ Under the agreement the PTC 

~ " - < would make nse of five 50* 

* passenger, five 25-passenger and 

five 14-passenger buses along 
' ^ with their 20 drivers to work for 
i:r the PTC for a whole mouth. 
rjL -• The agreement is renewable 
with the consent of both parties 
v ; r. and, according to the official, KJ 

would carry oottbc mainten a nce--- 
_::.mand repair services ^to"the buses < '' r ‘ 
•••.tir during the lease. - etc- 

*; Offering the buses' to die FTC* 3 * *■ 

is a dear RJ contribution to the 
1 national efforts aimed at reducing 

- • fuel c on s ump tion, an objective 

sought by the gover n ment under 
the present difficult d reumst- 
-.V_ - slices, the official noted. ■ 

,'JV He said that once the crisr s 

- -3: 


over, RJ would resume its full 
and normal air and land activi- 
ties. 

The PTC has 300 buses operat- 
ing along its various routes in the 
Greater Amman region, in addi- 
tion to 50 buses which were hired 
from the Jordan Express Tourist 
and Transport Company (JETT) 
under a recent a g r ee ment. 

Transport and Telecom- 
munications Minister Jamal 
Saraheh said that the availability 
of sufficient buses should prompt 
citizens to opt for public transport 
rather than private cars. 

Upon introducing the recent 
regulations concerning the pri- 
vate cars, a government state- 
ment said that the move was 
expected to save up to 35 per cent 
of the total normal fad consump- 
tion. 

Before die introduction of die 
new measures, die Kingdom was 
normally consuming 60,000 bar- 
rels of Iraqi oQ a month. But with 
the bombing raids on the *! 
tanker trucks along the Amman- 
Bagfadnd route, the 'gdvfeffiment 
had no alte^natiye but to take 
drastic measures to cut oQ' con- 
sumption. 

According to the dL._~~.i- of 
the traffic department, road acci- 
dents in Jordan have been cut by 
half following die application of 
the new gove rnm ent measures 
regarding die nse of private cars. 


IOM gets Japanese 
aid to help evacuees 


'j ‘ AMMAN (J.T.) — Japanese 
_! JT1 ' organisations have either pledged 
01 provided funds to the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) to charter planes to re- 
patriate evacuees coining into 
_ -Jordan from the Gulf region, 

- r ~ ^according to an IOM official in 

■ - • * He told the Ionian Times that 

least $500,000 have either been 
- ' - ^pledged or received by his orga- 

w ri ^ a “ t * on to cssr ^ 004 ^ trans " 

' ~'- T pemation of the evacuees arriving 

ran Iraq and Kuwait 
The IOM charters planes from 
wdan Air or Royal Jordanian 
^RJ) to carry out the repatriation 
. ■ -re '^Jroces, die official noted. 

S-: •; Agence France Prersse (AFP) 

- ^ garter reported the arrival of 143 
_ _..-^ed "■ ^vacueea in Cairo on an IOM 
. ^ -r^ r bartered flight fmm Amman and 
. . ^ official said that his organise- - 
". js would continue to charter 

i. : - : ^.^nes depending on the number 
"it. evacaee s coming to Jordan 

J/ ^^as^ver the coming stage. 
l ~ u ? rfi A second flight scheduled for 
_ y:.* J-^Wro Friday was cancelled be- 
3'-msc there were not enough eva- 

r^wes to fiD half the plane, 

^ ' ^.^ scortfing to Royal Jordanian 


sources. 

The cost of chartering a flight 
from Amman to Cairo ranges from 
$40,000 to $50,000, according to 
the IOM. 

Earlier four IOM chartered 
planes evacuated nearly 1000 
Vietnamese refugees and Thais 
from Cairo where they had ar- 
rived from Jordan. 

Reports from Tokyo said that 
by raising the funds, civic groups 

hope to persuade the government 
to give up its plan to send militaiy 
transport planes to help the re- 
fugee evacuation effort. 

Opposition legislators in parlia- 
ment have argued that Japan's 
constitution prohibits sending 
military planes to a war zone. 

Last week, a Japanese par- 
liamentary delegation paid a 
three-day visit to Jordan, paving 
the way for a Japanese govern- 
ment decision to send military 
transport planes to repatriate 
for eign nationals converging on 
Jordan from the Gulf. 

The IOM estimates about 
25,000 re fu gees are now stranded 
by the war in Jordan, Syria, 
Turkey and Iran. 


mCS thanks Turkey 


MMAN (J.T.) — The Turkish 
Crescent Society has pos- 
ited the Jordan National Red 
ascent Society (JNRCS) with a 
ni bus as a gift to contribute to 
'.RCS’s ongoing efforts to pro- 
pb h umanit arian services to the 
Renees fleeing Iraq and 
jwait. 

j'NRCS Vice President 
^ihammad Mittaq A1 Hadid, 
-.0 made the announcement 
jjnrday, expressed deep appre- 
*ion to the Turkish society for 
gift which was needed to help 

'ty oat a noble mission. 

. ?>r. Hadid stressed the import- 
2e of maintaining strong and 
jitfbl cooperation between the 
V societies. 

another statement Saturday 
^idid announced the return to 
5man of three groups of 
'jtCS vohmteers who had been 
- latched to Iraq to cany out 


h umanitari an services and to 
f RrfKtnte the safe arrival here of 
victims of air bombardments on 
the Amman-Baghdad highway. 

A cc o rdin g to Dr. Hadid, one 
of the gro up s arranged for the 
transportation of Ahmad Kha- 
waldeh, a- driver injured in the 
past two weeks’ raids on the 
civilian ve h icles and ofl tankers, 
co mm uting b et we en Iraq and Jor- 


The victim has now been trans- 
ferred from Saddam Hospital at 
the Iraqi town of Ramadi to A1 
Hussein Medical City in Amman. 
Dr. Hadid noted. 

He said that the second group 
was entrusted with the task of 
repatriating tire bodies of those 
Jordanians killed in the air raids 
on the highway and which had 
been lying in Iraqi hospitals; and 
an injured Thai who has been 
undergoing treatment at Ramadi . 


King discusses Gulf crisis 
with Cypriot foreign minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Saturday Cypriot 
Foreign Minister George laco- 
vou and discussed with him de- 
velopments in the Gulf crisis and 
non-aligned nations endeavours 
to stop the war. 

King Hussein stressed the need 
for the non-aligned nations to 
exert more efforts to bring about 
a peaceful settlement to the arias 
to put an end to devastation and 
suffering. 

Foreign Minister Taher A1 
Masri was present at the meeting. 

lacovou, who arrived on a two- 
day visit to Jordan, said in a 
statement at the airport that his 
visit to Amman preceded his visit 
to Yugoslavia where 15 foreign 
minsters of the Non-aligned 
Movement would discuss ways to 
end the Gulf war. 

lacovou was quoted as saying 
that the Belgrade meeting would 
include Iran, Algeria and India, 
three countries that have been 


involved in a flurry of diplomatic 
activity in recent days to arrange 
a ceasefire. 

He said that during his risk 
here, he hoped to hear Jordan's 
views about the crisis* prior to the 
meeting in Yugoslavia where the 
non-aligned ministers hope to 
reach a common ground for a 
peace formula. 

lacovou said bis country sup- 
ports the U.N. Security Council 
resolution demanding Iraq’s with- 
drawal from Kuwait but noted 
that Cyprus does not support a 
double standard dealing or diffe- 
rent criteria in bandKrig world 
problems. 

The Associated Press (AP) 
news agency quoted diplomatic 
sources here as saying that Iaco- 
vou’s visit was an attempt to 
reconcfle conflicting views within 
the Non-Aligned Movement on 
the form its peace initiative 
should take. 

lacovou chairs a committee of 
the movement charged with 


studying how to give tile orga- 
nisation of 115 states more say in 
international developments. 

The Cypriot foreign minister 
and Mr. Masri later held a sepa- 
rate meeting during which they 
exchanged views about the Gulf 
war and the non-aligned coun- 
tries moves to help end the con- 
flict. 

The two ministers expres se d 
hope that serious efforts would be 
made on the part of the Belgrade 
meeting to reach an acceptable 
solution that would safeguard the 
interests of all concerned parties. 

The two ministers also under- 
lined the importance of preserv- 
ing the Non-Aligned Movement's 
credibility as an essential element 
for settling world conflicts by 
peaceful means. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the two mhxisteis 
also discussed the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the deteriorating 
situation in the Israeli held Arab 
territories. 


Premier 
receives 
1st grant 
from 
GUYS 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Saturday presented 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
with a donation of JD 25,000 as a 
first instalment of a GUVS con- 
tribution to the People’s Army. 
Mr. Badran responded by ex- 
pressing deer* appreciation to the 
charitable organisations for their 
efforts ft bolster foe Kingdom's 
defenrjs. 

Tie Jordanian government ex- 
presses appreciation and grati- 
tude to flie voluntary and charit- 
able societies for their due re- 
sponse to calls for supporting the 
People’s Army whfcn Is consi- 
dered a back up forceJFor the 
Jordanian Armed Farces, Badran 
said upon receiving the donation. 

The donation was presented by 
GUVS President Abdullah A1 
Khatib and the members of 
GUVS executive council at a 
meeting held at die prime minis- 
ter’s office. 

The donation shows a good 
response on the part of the pri- 
vate sector in general and die 


Ceremonies 
start Monday 
to mark 
Muslim 
itoly day 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A major cere- 
mony will be held at the King 
Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein Mosque 
at Abdafi Monday on the eve of 
the (Israa Wal Miraaj) holy feast 
which falls on Tuesday, according 
to an official a nnoun cement by 
the Mmisttry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs. 

The announcement said that 
the ministers of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs, and education in 
addition to several prominent 
Mamie figures in Jordan would 
address the worshippers at the 
mosque during the ceremony 
which was organised by tbp 
Ministry of Awqaf. 

It said that similar ceremonies 
and seminars to mark die occa- 
sion would be organised in other 
parts of the Kingdom. 

On die eve of the ceremonies, 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs issued a statement to 
tiie public reminding Muslims of 
their responsibilities and calling 
on them to remain nT " t|1 ^ in the 
fa wt of r hy continuing aggression 
on tiie Arab and Islamic worlds. 

This holy anniversary comes at 
a time when the Arabs and Mus- 
lims are plagued by divisions and 
white the new Crusaders are iaim- 
rhmg a brutal aggression on the 
nation with the aim of obliterat- 
ing the Ighwfiie faith and aniiihi- 
lating Arab culture and rehgtous 
heritage, the statement said. 

The feast comes at a time when 
Israel oontmues to occupy A1 
Aqsa Mosqne and the holy 
shrines of Palestine, and when 
Israel’s allies are occupying the 
Arabian Peninsula which embo- 
dies tiie Islamic holy shrines in 
Mecca and Medina, the state- 
ment added. 



APPRECIATION: Prime Mantel Mudar Badran thanks members of GUVS council on the 
continued services of the voluntary societies In Jordan. 


voluntary and charitable associa- 
tions in particular as they cany 
out valuable services in various 
areas of Jordan, the prime minis- 
ter noted. 

He said that the donation was 
an e x pres si on by word and deed 
of the cohesion among Jordanian 
atizavs and a manifestation of a 
strong national unity. 

The government stresses its 
keenness 00 sup por tin g and assisting 
GUVS endeavours and reiterates 
its pledge that it will exert all 
available power to ensure public 
safety and security to all Jorda- 
nians, the prime minister said at 
the meeting. 

The prime minister expressed 
hope that Jordan will overcome 
the present difficulties with furth- 
er determination and resolve 


under tiie Hashemite leadership 
guided by the principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt. 

Khatib and council members 
briefed the prime minister on 
GUVS activities and its coopera- 
tion and coordination with the 
concerned government depart- 
ments. They also outlined GUVS 
plans to deal with e m ergencies 
resulting from the Gulf war. 

Dr. Khatib described the meet- 
ing with tiie prime minister as a 
good opportu ni ty to present a 
briefing to the government about 
GUVS contributions to the 
general effort to bolster the Peo- 
ple’s Army and the country’s 
defences. 

At least 450 GUVS centres in 
Jordan.be ready to offer assist- 
ance to citizens under any 


emergency, said Khatib after the 
meeting. 

He added that the prime minis- 
ter expressed deep satisfaction 
with GUVS activities which, 
among other tilings, include a 
plan drawn up in cooperation 
with the civil defence, the health 
ministry and other departments 
to provide services in the Amman 
region and its various districts. 

Dr. Khatib urged all voluntary 
and charitable societies in the 
Kingdom to pursue efforts in 
raising contributions from the 
public. 

The council members attending 
the meeting were: Father Costan- 
tine Kaimash, Asern Ghosbe, 
Mohammad A1 Hadid and 
Mohammad Ward am who is 
GUVS secretary general. 


Sharaf assails Western media 


GENEVA (Petra) — Jordan’s 
ambassador to the U.N. Euro- 
pean heaquarter, Sharif Fawwaz 
Sharaf, has said that His Majesty 
King Hussein’s latest address to 
the nation expressed the opinion 
of the Arab Nation at an ex- 
tremely difficult period when war 
is being launched against Arabs. 

Answering questions of jour- 
nalists on the implications of the 
King’s address, Sharaf said His 
Majesty was fully aware of tire 
course of political events in the 
region, and that his efforts were 
always aimed at informing the 
whole world of the dimensions of 
the Palestinian question and the 
rights of the Palestinian people. 


Western diplomats have always 
appreciated the King’s views and 
opinions and considered him as a 
spokesman for the whole Arab 
Nation on various Middle East 
issues, Sharaf said. 

Sharaf said most of the 
speeches of Western politicians 
contained fallacies, falsification 
of facts and illusion of the public 
opinion which he have never seen 
in more than 30 years. 

Sharaf criticised the Western 
media for imposing a blackout on 
the news, saying that not even a 
single picture of any Iraqi civilian 
victim has so far appeared in the 
Western media. 

The King’s speech came at this 


extremely difficult and precarious 
time, to tell the whole world that 
there is an Arab leader who can 
reflect Arab conscience and his- 
tory, and can tefl Western politi- 
cians and public opinion that 
there is an Arab point of view 
which they should know, Sharaf 
said. He added that the King has 
warned of the gravity of the 
continuous and intensive air raids 
launched by the U.S.-led alliance 
on Iraq, and the continued en- 
forcement of blanket curfew on 
Arab citizens in the occupied 
Arab territories as well as the 
dangers the new world order 
poses to the countries of the 
region. 


Arab Doctors Union succeeds 
in pooling assistance to Iraqis 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The emergen- 
cy health committee of the Arab 
Doctors Union (ADU) has col- 
lected JD 250,000 in cash and 
in-kind donations which it has 
passed on to Iraq, and more 
donations are expected soon, 
according to ADlTs Secretary- 
General Hasson Khreis. 

Dr. Khreis said that the com- 
mittee will soon receive $1 mil- 
lion as a donation from the Alge- 
rian Doctors Federation and is 
registering the names of doctors 
and muses who have been volun- 
teering to go to Iraq to offer 
medical assistance to the Iraqi 

people. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Khreis 
noted that the committee has 
received several medical teams 
from Jordan, Palestine, Algeria 
and Sudan smrf arranged for their 
departure for Iraq to work in 
hospitals and health centres 

there., 

The ADU committee, be said, 
will soon receive teams of doctors 
and nurses from Tunisia, Libya, 
Egypt, Yemen and Algeria to be 
delegated on shwflar missions in 

Iraq. 

£q addition, Tunisia, Sudan 


and other countries have sent to 
the committee several consign- 
ments of medicines and medical 
equipment and more is tn the 
pipeline said Khreis. . 

In addition, be noted the com- 
mittee has received numerous ap- 
plications from volunteer Arab 
doctors in Denmark as well as 
pledges that they would be dis- 
patching medicines and medical 
equipment to accompany doctors 
going to Iraq. 


According to Khreis, the com- 
mittee has now received from the 
Iraqi side a list of materials and 
medicines needed for treatment 
in Iraq; and is arranging to meet 
these needs. 

He said that the committee has 
several teams who tour various 
provinces in Jordan to collect 
donations against formal receipts, 
and that the contributions process 
was continuing. 


Mayor of Athens 
ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mayor of 
Athens, Mr. Antonis Tritsis, left 
Amman for Baghdad Saturday on 
the second leg of his Middle 
Eastern tour in die framework of 
preparations for die establish- 
ment of a Standing International 
Conference mayors Forum to be 

based in Athens. 

In a statement made to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. 
Tritsis said the aim of fins stand- 
ing conference was to “face and 


treat tiie lasting problems of the 
historical cities of the Middle 
East and the eastern Mediterra- 
nean area, which often face — as 
it happens today — the spectrum 
of annihilation and destruction.” 

The mayor said be oppo se s 

mass killing and all forms of 
destruction and called cm all 
mayors of dries of the Mediterra- 
nean and the Middle East regions 

to establish dose ties among their 
cities. 


<Sfc> ROYAJLJORDAN IAN 


Royal Jordanian Flight Schedule 

SUNDAY 10/2/1991 


VIENNA 

PARIS 

LONDON 

TRIPOLI 

TUNIS 

LARNACA 

DAMASCU 


CAIRO 

VIENNA 

NEW YORK 

AMSTERDAM 

fRANKFURT 

VIENNA 


Dept. 

Arrival 

11 00 am 

' j?' 00 pm 

11 00 am 

WOO pm 

11 OC sm 

0500 r<m 

11 30 am 

TO 00 |i in 

1 1 30 am 

u3 00 p m 

09 15 a m 

V00 pm 

09 15 am 

10 TO pm 

lo Amman from- 

Dept. 

Arrival 

07 30 a nri 

09 30 am 

01 30 p m 

’X 15 p m 

0930 pm 

06 15 p m 

1130 am 

OS 15 p m 

12 25 pm 

07 as, pm 

03 00 pm 

07 pm 


MONDAY 11/2/1991 

Departing (lights from Amman lo: 


CAIRO 

MUSCAT 

ROME 

VIENNA 

LARNACA 


Dept. 

10 00 am 

1 1 5& a m 
WTO pm 
05 0C» pm 
09 15 pm 


Arriving flights lo Amman from; 

Dept. 

LARNACA OS 30 a m 

TUNIS 04 00 a m 

TRIPOLI 07 00 am 

CAIRO 01 15 pm 

LONDON 09 35 a m 

PARIS 12 10 pm 

VIENNA 03 TO p m 


Arrival 

I? 15 pm 
U 30 pm 
OS 00 pm 
09 J5 p m 
1045 pm 


Arrival 

08 00 a m 
10 30 am 
10 30 a m 
03 15 pm 
07 45 pm 
07 45 pm 
07 J5 pm 


TUESDAY 12/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to: 

Dept. Arrival 

VIENNA 1100 am 02 00 pm 

PARIS 1100 am 04 50 pm 

LONDON 1100 am 0545 pm 

CAIRO 08 00 pm 1015 pm 

Arriving (fights to Amman from; 

Dept. Arrival 

MUSCAT 00 30 a m 08 IS a m 

LARNACA 06 00 a m 0930am 

VIENNA 10.00 am 04 30 p m 

ROME 1145 am 04 30 pm 


WEDNESDAY 13/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to: 


VIENNA 

LARNACA 

CAIRO 

TUNIS 


Dept 

11 15 am 
1115 am 
0900 pm 
0900 pm 


Arriving flights to Amman f/gm: 

Dept. 


CAIRO 

IONDON 

PARIS 

VIENNA 


Oft- or* am 
0925 am 
12 10 pm 
0300 pm 


Arrival 

04 00 p m 
1245 pm 
11 15 p m 
01 30 a m 


Arrival 

09 30 a m 
07 45 pm 
07 45 pm 
0745 pm 


THURSDAY 14/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to: 


LARNACA 

MUSCAT 

VIENNA 

PARIS 

LONDON 

CAIRO 


LARNACA 

BANGKOK 

TUNIS 

CAIRO 

VIENNA 

LARNACA 


Dept. 

Arrival 

1000 am 

n 30 am 

11 00 am 

i0 30 pm 

11 00 a m 

02 00 p m 

li 00 am 

04 50 pm 

li 00 a m 

05:45 p.m. 

03 CO pm 

10 15 pm 

to Amman from: 

Dept 

Arrival 

CU 30 a m 

06 00 a m 

05 00 pm 

06 00 a m 

02 00 a m 

08 30 am 

0630 am 

08 30 am 

1 1 -00 am 

05 30 p m 

04 00 pm 

05 30 p m 


FRIDAY 15/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to 


CAIRO 

CAIRO 

LARNACA 


MUSCAT 

CAIRO 

CAIRO 

LONDON 

PARIS 

VIENNA 


Dept 

Arrival 

01 30 p m 

03 45 pm 

08 TO p m 

10 15 pm 

TO 00 p m 

10 30 p m 

!o Amman trc-T:: 

Dept 

Arrival 

11 3Q pm 

07 15 a m 

08 00 am 

09 30 am 

0 J J5 pm 

0630 pm 

09 25 am 

07 45 pm 

T2 10 pm 

07 45 pm 

03 00 pm 

07 45 p m 


SATURDAY 16/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to: 



Dept 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

1100 am 

02 00 pm 

AMSTERDAM 

1 1 00 a m 

05 00 pm 

NEW YORK 

11 00 a m 

08 00 pm 

FRANKFURT 

11 00 a m 

04 30 pm 

PARIS 

ii 00 am 

01.60 pm 

LONDON 

it 00 am 

0545 pm 

CAIRO 

08 00 pm 

10 15 pm 

Arriving flights to Amman from- 



Dept. 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

0300 a m 

09 30 a m 

LARNACA 

07 00 am 

09 4.a am 

DAMASCUS 

08 45 a m 

09 45 am 

LARNACA 

04 30 D m 

TO 00 pm 


Royal Jordanian would IHw to draw tha attention of tho passenger, that aR 
reconfirm* ti o n of reservations must be performed in-person together wttfi their 
travel documents at the RJ office in Abdalil. 2ft hour* prior to the dey of 
departure. Royal Jordanian would also like to inform all passengers that the 
timing, of all departures or arrivals are subject to change without prior notice 
due to the prevailing circumstance*. 

Therefore kindly contact RJ reservation office at S78321 for further 
clarifications. 

All passenger* must report at Queen Alia IntemedcnaJ Airport THREE hours 
prior to the schedule departure. Thank you. 
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Change of medicine 


THE U.N. Security Council is due to meet Wednesday, 
almost a month after the Gulf war erupted, and probably a 
day after the land battle, code-named by the Americans 
“Valentine Day massacre,** is launched. If the council is 
ever to be convened in that day, it wfll be tbe first time in 
U.N. history that a war as brutal and devastating as the Gulf 
war has been left unchecked and nnaddressed by the world 
body for so long. Strange as this may be, one need not be 
puzzled. Even long before the Gulf crisis and the war 
erupted, the U.N. and its various organisations were 
manipulated by the big powers, especially the UJ. One 
cannot recollect tbe number of times that the U.S. used its 
veto right to foil the council resolutions, especially those 
addressing the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Apart from the Korean war, when the U.S. also led a 
coalition similar to the one it leads now in the Golf, the 
present conflict demonstrates beyond any shadow of a doubt 
how defunct and obsolete the United Nations ramdato and 
the world order it represents. One need not dwell on the 
double standards that the U.S. and its Western allies, who 
among them and with the demise of the Soviet empire and 
the impotence of China, have been applying to the conflicts 
of tbe Middle East. The world order that the victorious allies 
of World War H forced on the nations of earth is coming to 
an end. Third World nations, who for decades were used as 
fires in the East-West cold war, have lost all faith In Hmt 
order as embodied in the U.N. and will for sure resist the 
new world order that the U.S., France and Britain are 
contemplating to enforce. 

The Arabs who in the shadow of the cold war aligned 
themselves with East-or West now have no choke. The East 
has fallen out of prominence. They have now to submit to 
the will of the West^jied by tfae.lLS., or seek their total 
independence once andfor aO. Arab leaders and their power 
games aside, no honest, self-respecting Arab citizen has 
faith In the U.N. mid its principles nor any liking of tbe 
old-new colonialists of Britain, France and tbe U.S. 

No matter if the Security Council convened or not, held a 
dose or an open session, discussed the Golf war or not, 
everyone knows that that organ’s body and sonl owned by 
the U.S. and its allies. One needs only to recall past six 
months* history of the council. That body, presumably 
founded to prevent war and ensure peace, took one derision 
after the other culminating in Resolution 678 that ironkaOy 
authorised an old alliance of nations, led fay the UJS., to 
wage a brutal war on a U.N. member. 

This might not be the end of the U.N., its Security Council 
and its charter, but the world body is certainly on its 
deathbed and would need a change of medicine — and a 
massive dose at that — to bring it back to fife. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ISRAELI media are launching propaganda campaigns against 
Jordan nowadays because Israel says that Jordan's voice con- 
tinues to be heard around tbe world, after claiming that tbe 
hostile forces have stifled the Iraqi voice, according to Al Ra’l 
Arabic daily Saturday. The paper said that the hostile forces and 
huaeli believe that they have jammed Iraq's radio and tetevisiOD 
and so they stopped Iraq from carrying to tbe world die truth 
about the situation in the Gulf. It said that Jordan’s media will 
continue to propagate the truth and to counter all lies and false 
reports put about by tne i.: — *hat work against the Arab cause 
and the Iraqi people. The paper said that tbe Israeli and Western 
media have been imposing a total blackout on news coming out 
from B a g h dad about the ongoing aggression and about the 
sufferings of tbe Iraqi people because of such aggression, but the 
Jordanian media is determined to present the facts to the world to 
abort all Zionist and other hostile attempts to silence the Arab 
voice. Tbe Jordanian media, AJ Ra'i noted, can by no means take 
part in tbe blackout crime being committed against Iraq and will 
continue to tell the truth to the world because Jordanian media 
reflect the democracy which has prevailed in Jordan and the 
responsible and national sense which no threats or intimidations 
can stifle. Tbe paper said that the Jordanian media wip continue 
to serve as a beacon and a ray of hope lighting tbe way in the 
darkness by presenting the truth about the aggression committed 
by tbe U.S.-led coalition against an Arab country. 


Al Dnstonr daily Saturday placed the responsibility for tbe 
catastrophe in the Golf area squarely on President Bush who, it 
said, had escalated tension in the pre-war period and who 
exploited the U.N. Security Council resolutions in order to 
destroy Iraq. The paper said that minutes of talks between the 
Iraqi president and the U.N. Secretary General clearly indicate 
that the United Nations has been influenced by the United States 
for the decision to declare war and therefore the American 
president personally bears the responsibility for this serious 
situation in tbe Gulf. The paper noted that Bush's statements 
provoked Iraq into opting for confrontation .which the Iraqi 
leadership had worked hard to avoid; and it was the United States 
escalation of the tension in the region before tbe conflict that 
dosed afl tbe doors of dialogue with Iraq and aborted all attempts 
to find an Arab solution for the crisis. The paper said that 
international law was transformed by the United States into an 
American law which rejected Iraq's Aug. 2 initiative, and which 
aborted Iraq’s attempts to withdraw from Kuwait under an Arab 
League formula. The Saddam Hnssein-Perez de Cuellar minutes 
reveal astonishing facts about tbe United States behaviour and 
American pressures exerted on Security Council members which 
succumbed to Washington’s intimidation or tempting promises, 
the paper added. It said that for its part Iraq accepted Security 
Council Resolution 660 and started withdrawing its troops from 
Kuwait on tbe second day of their incursion into the emirate, but 
the United States, working under Zionist pressure, opted to take 
an aggressive stand. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


America against Jordanian people 

. . . a 'Cation. 


LAST week the United States used the oil weapon against Jordan by 
tar°etting the Jordanian oil transportation vehicles on the interna- 
tional highway between Amman and Baghdad shedding in the 
process Jordanian blood for the first time in history. 

President Bush, emerged from last week's episode with his own 
hands directly covered with Jordanian blood, while in the past 
America used Israeli pilots to kill Arabs using American equipment. 

This week the American president decided to carry his unwar- 
ranted war against Jordan one step further. After using the oil 
weapon, he intends to use other economic weapons as well. He 
announced that after His Majesty King Hussein's speech last 
Wednesday, he will revise and suspend American economic aid to 
Jordan in order to starve the people of Jordan and give them a lesson. 

The threat is meaningless, because the American aid was actually 
suspended since Aug. 2, 1990 despite all the good words and 
understanding that America had had for Jordan's adherence to the 
United Nations sanctions. 

American financial aid was minimal any way. Hie bulk of such aid 
never found its way to the Jordanian treasury. A revision of 
American aid to Jordan in the last 10 years will show that three 
quarters of the allocated amounts as aid to Jordan were in fact spent 
inside America on American consultants making studies and writing 
reports about privatisation, marketing, services, and other projects. 


The new measure is said to be taken in reprisal to the speech. by 
King Hussein which was covered live by the CNN network, seen ana 
beard by American families. 

Hie speech did not indicate any change of Jordanian policy- . 
simply reflected the true feelings of the Jordanian people. So in 
effect. President Bush wanted to punish not our actions but our 
feelings and opinion. 


the conscience 


of the whole to expre^'* 


their views 


towards the war in a CT ^^ d : monstra iiori5 and memoranauno. 
opinionated editorials. sca tes led the people in “ 

while lack Of democracy in the Gu Here m . Jordan the 

attack a bus to express the sam « ernrne nt. and report any 
to cooDerate wiin Int - - , _ . _ , HUI . n imcat has to 


As is obvious, Jordan is not involved in any military action. Its 
army has dug along the Jordan Valley in a defensive posture to 
protect Jordan from a possible Israeli aggression. The only crime that 
President Bush has been able to point to is that the Jordanian public 
opinion is hostile against American savage raids waged at the Iraqi 
people and that the King identified with his people instead of 
suppressing his people as other Arab regimes are doing. 

President Bush is punishing Arabs for being and feeling that they 
are Arabs. Perhaps he is under the wrong impression that only 
Jordanians are against the allied assault on an Arab people. The 
simple fact is that Arab public opinion is the same from Morocco in 
the west to Iraq in the east, and from Syria in the north to Yemen and 
Sudan in the south. The only difference lies in the degree of freedom 
of expression enjoyed by each Arab people. Under certain regimes 
the people are suppressed. What the Jordanians are saying represents 


artacK a dus iu ■ h . ■ . 

people are ready to cooperate wuh Jh = the government has to 

threat to public security. white ^ that agrees to help tire 

offer one million matter related to national 

authorities by prodding information in a . 


Se presWent Bush does need w re«w»d waS!ine an unjuSt war. not 
any real revision should tell him that h ^ ^ rab nations. He « 
against Saddam Hussein but again-* : h no jordama ns to 

distracting an Arab country and not ^ 

denounce their Arab nation ty ‘ ^ after the cold war ha* 

At one time the Bush admtms^at.on * » cotrotnes 

ended and the anti-communism dn ornv< a nd refrain from 

which are democratic, have free JUffickinc.' Well under ihe6A 
terrorism and drug produrtion and prc ,idcnt of the 

criteria it takes hatred and b!, ^ n ^ dan P desene d help not air raids 
United States from side of history, 

against its life line, and that he is on me 


King Hassari rides wave of pro-Iraqi sentiment 


By Stephen Hughes 


RABAT, Reuter — King Has- 
san of Morocco, a staunch friend 
of tire United States and Saudi 
Arabia, is riding a huge wave of 
pro-Iraqi sentiment. 

The king, who celebrates 30 
yean on the throne next month, 
seat 1,300 infantry troops to join 
the nndtmatinal Gulf force after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

But even- though five opposi- 
ton parties and Muslim fun- 
damentalists seized on a surge of 
support for Iraq across North 
Africa to organise Morocco’s 
biggest street protest on Sunday 
be is resisting caDs to bring the 
army home. 

“King Hassan and the govern- 
ment are trying to ride a wave of 
strong pro-Iraqi sentiment by 
taking die initiative away from 
the opposition,** one Western 
di plomat said. 

“It’s like rkfing a surf board 
and requires a great deal of 
agility,** he added. 

An estimated 300,000 people 
marched through Rabat in sup- 


port of Iraq on Sunday. 

“Bring back the Far (royal 
armed forces)” tbe mardums 
chanted. “We are all Iraqis,” 
proclaimed banners in the para- 
de attended by lawyers, doctors, 
trade onion, student, university 
and human rights groups. 

It was the first authorised 
street protest since King Hassan 
sent his troops to Saudi Arabia 
where they are stationed at the 
k in gdom's largest oil refinery in 


the royal armed forces, which 
number more than 200,000 men, 
the king said his preroga tives 
could not be defied. 

Sunday’s well-organised de- 
monstration went off without 
incident. Earlier the king had 
said he would decreee a state of 
siege at the first sign of disorder 
and have troublemakers tried by 
militar y tribunals. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


“I certainly did not (sent 
them) to combat Iraq to make it 
withdraw from Kuwait," the 
king said in a broadcast in which 
he explained the troops were on 
an independent defensive mis- 
sion. 


“I will not allow the presence 
of Moroccan troops abroad to be 
criticised because it would 
threaten their morale,” he said 
after opposition leaders had cal- 
led for their withdrawal during a 
special session of parliament de- 
voted to the Gulf crisis. 

As supreme commander of 


But party leaders were dearly 
very pleased with the turnout 
“Everything went without any 
tfisorder. It prov es Moroccans 
are mature and responsible peo- 
ple," one said. 

There have been reports of 
unauthorised anti-war protests 
in numerous schools and in the 
streets of towns like Larache, 
Onjda and Tehran. 

Widespread unemployment 
and econo m ic hardship, aggra- 
vated by tiie Gulf crisis, fuelled 
note during a strike in December 
after winch several hundred peo- 


ple were jailed for up to 15 
years. 

“There is growing frustration 
and resentment, about economic 
problems and human rights, and 
the opposition is exploiting these 
feelings,*’ a university professor 
said. 

But so for there has been no 
large-scale violence of the kind 
that erupted in December. 

In »> H K»inp ts to take the initia- 
tive away from the opposition, 
the palace is gathering huma- 
nitarian aid for Iraq. Tbe gov- 
ernment has told o p pos i tion par- 
ties they cannot collect public 
donations. 

The king’s daughter. Princess 
Lalla Meriem, president of the 
army’s social services, gave the 
international red cross 60 tonnes 
of medicines as a gift from the 
army for Iraq on Thursday. 

The monarch’s sister, Princess 
I-»n» Mafika, president of the 
red crescent, is appealing for 
cash donations to pay for huma- 
nitarian aid for Iraqi victims of 
the war to drive Iraq from 
Kuwait. 


She said sbe was responding to 
the “sentiments of^ affection and 
enthusiasm of Moroccan citizens 
for the Iraqi people,” a refer- 
ence to Sunday’s march and the 
s t r o n g support for Baghdad 
vjoiced in the local press. 

One Arab diplomat said the 
kwig was “doing his utmost to 
enhance the army’s image.” 
’Pnhwt has hotly denied re- 
ports that Moroccan troops were 
involved in clashes with Amer- 
ican forces in the Gulf area. 

An official said tbe reports 
were “part of a camp aign of 
vitificathm of Morocco.” 


Rabat has also denied an 
Algerian press report that there 
is an American mili t a ry base in 
Morocco. The U.S. airforce quit 
four Moroccan bases in the 
1960s but there is an agreement 
allowing them to be used by 
American rapid deployment 
forces in tbe event of a crisis in 
the Gulf. 

On Sunday supporters of tbe 
banned Adi Wal Ihsane Muslim 
fundamentalist movement 


chanted “death to tbe Sabbab 
famil y (of Kuwait). Death to the 
S aiy K famil y.” 

King Hassan has dose oes 
with Riyadh and Gulf emirate* 
which have given Morocco sub- 
stantial fm*™*** aid aa the part. 

But tbe governement denies 
reports that members of fl* 
gaTwti royal family flew to t a ke 
refuge m Morocco where they 
have palaces in Tangier, Casab- 
lanca and Fez. 

Many demonstrator* took die 
upp onanft y to demand “jactfctt 
and democracy" in Morocco, 
echoing long-standing opposi- 
tion accusations of electoral 
fraud and a lack erf popular 
control over policy. 


Naim Kamal of tbe old-guard 
fctiqiai Party wrote in die lead- 
ing o pp osition daily L Optnkm 
“the government is on a tight- 
rope walking on eggs.” 

But tbe senior Western efipfo- 
mat expected tbe king to keep 
Us balance. 

“Somehow I don’t think haft 
going to fall off,” be said. 


Israel's Gulf war honeymoon with 


Washington may be short-lived 


By Alan Eisner 
Reufer 


WASHINGTON — Israel's 
Gulf war honeymoon with the 
United States may be short- 
lived. Already clouds are gather- 
ing in what has become a com- 
plex love-hate relationship, 
analysts said. 

“Israel has removed much of 
the bad feeling evident in the 
relationship last year by staying 
out of the Gulf war.” said Jed 
Snyder, a former Pentagon Mid- 
dle consultant. 

“However, there will be enor- 
mous pressure on the Bush 
administration to deliver to 
Israel to a Middle East peace 
conference after the war. TTiat is 
going lb create a lot of tension.” 
he said- « 

In fact, the old bugbear of 
U.S.-Israeli relations — Israel's 
policy of expanding Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and in the 
annexed neighbourhoods of East 
Jerusalem — has already raised 
its head. 

TJie Gulf crisis came in the 
nick of time for Israeli-American 
relations after a year of in- 
creasingly acrimonious ex- 
changes as Washington tried un- 
successfully to cajole Israel into 
peace talks with Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

But al! that seemed forgotten 
after Israel heeded a U.S. re- 
quest that it not retaliate for 
Iraqi Scud missile attacks on the 
Jewish state. 


Television pictures of Israelis 
rushing to sealed rooms and 
donning gas masks as missiles 
crashed into Tel Aviv prompted 
a wave of pro-Israeli sympathy 
in the United States virtually 
unparalleled since the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

The big question now is, how 
long will it last. 

“[ don't think the problems 
are past but I think the rela- 
tionship has improved and will 
remain a much better rela- 
tionship,” said Shoshana Car- 
din, chairwoman of the confer- 
ence of presidents of major Jew- 
ish organisations. 


cabinet of the ultra-right 
Moledet Party, which advocates 
the removal of all Palestinians 
from the territories. 

They are also troubled by the 
incarceration without trial of 
leading Palestinian moderate 
Sari Nusserbeh. 

“Both those moves are ex- 
tremely troubling. By inviting 
Moledet into the government 
Shamir is playing with fire. The 
relationship cannot' survive a 
mass expulsion of Palestinians,” 
said Adam Garfinkle of the 
Foreign Policy Research Coun- 
cil. 

By bringing what even some 


‘The United States provides Israel with 
three billion dollars in aid annually, which 
successive administrations have found im- 
possible to touch due to the strength of the 
pro-Israel lobby on Capitol H31.’ 


“I think there will be serious 
differences in the future as well 
but the effort to assist the United 
Slates and the coalition forces I 
think will be remembered.” she 
said. 

But administration officials 
strenuously contradict Israeli 
suggestions that Washington 
owes Israel a large debt of grati- 
tude for staying out of the war. 
arguing that if anything the debt 
is the other way round. 

And officials are upset with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir for the addition to his 


of his own party regard as a 
racist faction into the govern- 
ment and locking up a leading 
Palestinian advocate of dialogue 
with Israel. Shamir seemed to be 
signalling a tough line in ex- 
pected postwar efforts to tackle 
the Palestinian conflict. 

The United States has already 
pledged a new, serious attempt 
to broker a settlement to the 
conflict. But Secretary of State 
James Baker acknowledged this 
week that Palestinian support 
for Iraq in the Gulf war would 


leave Israel even more suspi- 
cious of Palestinian intentions 
than in the past. 

He may decide to adopt an 
Israeli proposal to put more 
emphasis on peace between the 
Jewish state and Arab states like 
Syria, relegating the Palestinian 
problem and the future of the 
West Bank to secondary status. 

But Baker is not about to 
change his increasingly intoler- 
ant view of Israeli settlements in 
the territories and is holding up 
U.S. loan guarantees worth $400 
million to build housing for 
Soviet immigrants to Israel. 

Baker said this week the 
money would not be released 
until Israel provided detailed in- 
formation about its building and 
settlement plans. 

The United States provides 
Israel with $3 billion in aid 
annually, which successive admi- 
nistrations have found impossi- 
ble to touch due to the strength 
of the pro-Israel lobby on Capi- 
tol Hill. 

But with a million Soviet Jews 
expected to flood into Israel in 
the next five years. Israel will 
need billions more in U.S. 
funds, either in the form of loans 
or grants. 

One Jewish source said 
Washington was using this fact 
aSj a lever to influence Israeli 
policies in a way that it had been 
unable to in the past. 

“The LJnited States is trying to 
use this $400 million to block all 
future Israeli settlement plans.” 
the source said. 


Driving through the 
alphabet 


To the editor: 


In reference to the article: “is your car odd or even?" by Maha 
Addasi published in the Jordan lanes on Feb. 7-8, 1 want to point 
tiie following: 


I read tbe article, which was about the odd or even car problem, 
and I agree with Maha totally, nobody is happy with this new law. 
It has pot a lot of limitations on all of us. 

It isn't bad enough that our daily life has come to slow down 
bacause of tiie current Gulf war, but now even our means of 
transportation has become limited to us. 

We happen to be one of the lucky families. I guess, wbo can 
afford two cars, and we can be considered even luckier because 
one car Keener plate happens to be even, and tbe other odd. 
compared to other families, who may be stuck with all even or al! 
odd, or wbo may only own one car. 

Aflrigbt, so I haven’t said anything different from what the 
others have written or said, we know all this by now, so what’s 
new? 


Although we’ve all complained, no one until now has come up 
with an alternative to tins new law! r 


^f ain y°“ ““y.a* yourselves, “does, or can such an 
alternative exist, and if so, what is it 0 " 

“ST* up every morning and 

an ^ ersit y- ^ool. So we leave to our 
destmatton, our vehicle wflj remain in the car park until we 
roi F“ re d ag ain, to return bade home. 

Now think about tbe average taxi driver. He leaves h™ 
d^rtwn in the morning, but Tinlike us tetam 
^rtiotiar destination. He wfll drive around emfl^mal^ 
for customers, and he wffl rarely stop his caTcv^if te cWt 

-ASSES’- 


r. wuujc aipuabet and back* 


issue here is not just aw mr , ancraJI ’ main 

about econormsing on the limitalions - ■»« 


An odd or even victim. 



By Saftvan Bataineh 


Watch out! there’s a world cop on the loose 


In a real sizzler of a television 
appearance. U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney recently 
offered some ghoulish insights 
into what President Bush’s gent- 
ler. kinder America has in store 
for those wretched anthropoids 
who dare stray, from the herd. 
First he intimated that he and 
that other paragon of democratic 
civilisation. Israel, will nuke Iraq 
if it uses chemical weapons. 
Then he unabashedly revealed it 
all. In response to a particularly 
fiendish question on whether the 
U.S. will resort to nuclear 
weapons in order to foreshorten 
the war, Mr. Cheney said that he 
will not support such an option 


for now and tha* conventional 
weapons should suffice for the 
liberation of Kuwait. Well. I 
must say that 1 was immensely 
relieved by such assuring and 
thoughtful words. Now all that is 
needed to prevent a nuclear 
holocaust is to convince Saddam 
Hussein to deliberately lose the 
war. 

On second thought, however. 
1 got very angry; the way you 
might get angry at some bully 
scouring to endanger your life 
for no apparent good reason. 
For that heartless chatter pro- 
vided a bird's eye view (or what 
a certain wag has dubbed as a 
nerd’s eye view, in an unsavoury 
reference to the secretary's per- 
sonality) of the post-cold war 


American psyche: a panorama 
of moral confosion. bigotry, and . 
self-righteous disregard for 
others. It provoked both a 
glimpse into a bleak and danger- 
ous future for those uppity dar- 
keys littering the southern 
hemisphere, and a deja vu re- 
minder of that awesome retribu- 
tion exacted not so long ego 
upon the yellow peril of the 
East. 

Undeterred by other world 
powers, and feeling morally 
vindicated by the collapse of 
communism. America seems to 
be rushing headlong to settle old 
scores and mend her bruised 
ego. adlibbing some expedient 
banalities about a new world 
order as she stomps along like a 


latter day Gulliver in a land of 
pygmies. Egged on and abetted 
by two sage mentors — a Britain 
yearning for past colonial glories 
and a conspiratorial Zionist 
movement — the swaggering 
cowboy will surely inflict some 
grievous pain before he is check- 
ed by sobriety or unnerved bv 
the queasy redness of blood. 


, T 11 ® sh .ap* of things to come is 
already discemaMe. Unshackled 
brutality that passes for lead- 
ership; coercion and vengeance 
in the name of law and order 
and exploitation disguised as 
free trade. But lest I be accused 
of being a modem day Cassan- 
dra decipher for yourselves the 
gathering omens of bad tidings 


Set aside the cases of Granada.i 
Panama, and Iraq as too ob- 
vious, and observe the wav 

Wh i pS ,ndust rialised na- 
tions into abeyance these days- 
how Japan, Germany, and Bra- 

? t a K-n- br ° wbeaten into forking 
out billions of dollars on demand 

the policy du jour. Look closer 
and you will realise that the U S 
no longer distinguishes between 
traditional allies, friendly regim- 


sSVSl^ 




Become bosom buddies ( 

and ht h?* ,Ie J ° rdan ' s ras “S 
P2kis ‘an. or 
outer hand, is suddenly de 

aid . and technology 

has hor* 5 ant, ' commu nisr st, 

^become an anachronism 

u , ° ngcr COv ®r up the 

tn- “ 3 Mus “ m c 

wo^rof^ Ca - “Polities 
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(Coottaned from page 1) 

row between Amman -and 
Washington unrfaced Tboxsday 
when the foreign minister. Taker 
A1 Masri, met with the U.S. 
ambassador, Roger Harrison, 
upon the request of the ambassa- 
dor. Informed sources described 
the meeting as “stormy." The 
ambassador was behoved to have 
conveyed Washington’s “displea- 
sure” over the King’s remarks the 
day before. 

“Essentially the ambassador 
used the same tone and hmgnagff 
used by President Bush himself 
the day before,” said one of the 
sources. What was left unsaid but 
dearly understood during the 
meeting, acco r d in g to the source, 
was the U.S. was lodging a pro- 
test against the King's speech. 

Reports that Jordan was con- 
aderiog breaking diplomatic rr-la- 
tions with the U.S. were categor- 
ically denied by senior officials 
Friday. 

In Washington later Friday, 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater also said the admims- 
tration had not received any in- 
dication to the effect that Amman 

might be studying a break in 
relations. 

The spokesman said the admi- 
nistration was reviewing “the 
question of U.S. assistance ($35 
million in economic support 
funds and $20 milli on in military 
sales for fiscal year 1990-91) to 
Jordan." 

Repeatedly asked whether 
Washington “still” considered 
Jordan “a neutral” in the Gulf 
war, Mr. Fitzwaterwould only 
contend that “Jordan has de- 
clared allegiance to Iraq" and the 
Kingdom “has taken up (the Ira- 
qi) cause.” 

The spokesman maintained 
that Jordan was playing a “role in 
(Iraqi) efforts to spSt the (U.S.- 
led) coalition..." 

At die same time, Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter also grid Washington was “still 
keeping the fines open in the 
sense that there will comean end 
to tins war, and afterw ar ds, we’ll 
have to determine a proper rela- 
tionship.” 

“The situation is under review, 
being analysed by our experts in 
the State Department and other 
places..." he said. 

Mr. F itzwate r also hn pHed 
the administration befieves *h»* 
there is evidence “of supplies 
and so forth going to baq"-in- 


Council 

(Cowtfauied from page 1) 

benefit of children and mothers 
and to a sc e r t ain essential health 


The director of the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund said Friday 
be expects the allies will grant 
safe passage to the convoy of 
dozens of U.N. trucks carrying 
emergency medicines from Iran 
to Baghdad. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering and Ambassador Han- 
nay both announced that their 
governments had been advised of 
the planned convoy, and would 
make arrangements. 

Janies Grant, the UNICEF and 
the World Health Organisation 
will send $500,000 in medical 
supplies to Iraqi women and chil- 
dren, probably late next week. 

The tracks wiQ bead from 
Tehran, the Iranian capital, to 
Baghdad, carrying mainly pediat- 
ric medicines, Mr. Grant said. He 
said the Iraqi army would already 
have stockpiled such drags in 
advance, addressing concerns 
that such drugs could be diverted. 

He said UNICEF and the 
WHO are asking the allies to 
suspend hostilities along the high- 
way as the convoy passes. He 
noted all members of the U.S.- 
led multinational coalition have 
agreed children should be exempt , 
from wartime privation. 

“At this moment, what you 
have is a 'bubble of tranquility,' 
which is that the convoy that wiD 
be going down an agreed corridor 
at an agreed date, and agreed 
time, both sides will agree to 
honour that,” Mr. Grant said. 

“Both sides will have agreed, 
we expect, in advance, that they 
wifi not confuse ndlitaiy opera- 
tions with this convoy," he 
added . 

Casualties 

(Continued from page 1) 

the offensive would be crashed. 

Another state -nm. daily, A1 
Jomhouriya, said Iraqis were ea- 
ger for the ground battles to 
begin, “so that the evfl enemies 
can swim in their Wood.” 

Baghdad Radio said U.S. Pres- 
ident Bush, French President 
Francois Mitterrand and British 
Prime Minister John Major were 
war criminals “who will be tossed 
on the ash heap of history." 

It said Mr. Mitterrand “has 
turned a Wind eye” to alleged 


... , . - . - strikes on civilian areas in the city 

~ -thu-mteniattonal ^Basnrby- Ftencfr warplanes.; 


sanctions against Iraq. But, he 
conceded, “TfiirfhireinyV^ 
to quantify that...” And he also 
appeared to be basing his 
assumption on media reports. 

Both Mr. Fitzwater and State 
Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutweiler were non- 
committal when asked by repor- 
ters whether the administration 
would try to exert further press- 
ure on Jordan through tire Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
or the European Community or 
xymrlar in sti t u ti ons. 

“I'm not sure that if the change 
in our policy drat we are review- 
ing our aid to Jordan will affect 
that,” said Ms. Tutweiler at the 
State Depart m e n t. 

Mr. FHzwater said, “it is under 
review now, and I don’t want to 
prejudge that” 

EC sources said in Brussels - 
Friday that the co mmu n ity had 
no intention to review its econo- 
mic assistance to Jordan. The 
c ommunity and Jordan hive for- 
malised an agreement under 
winch EC would provide $200 
million in grant to the Kingdom 
to support its imports from EC 
member states tins year. 


i(x v if md t “is 
of 'those British 


. Mr. 

dcaic uriaT 
omafists who plundered and di- 
vided die wealth of peoples.” 

U.S. Brigadier-General 
Richard Neal told a news briefing 
in the Saudi Arabian capital 
Saturday more than 750 Iraqi 
tanks have been destroyed since 
the Gulf war erupted three weeks 
ago. 

Iraq bad more than 4,500 tanks 
in the Kuwait theatre when the 
-war began, mdndmg dozens of 
sophisticated Soviet-made T-72s 
in the arsenal of its elite Republi- 
can Guard. 

The guard, heavily dug in in 
southern Iraq, has been under 
relentless allied air assault since 
Operation Desert Storm was 
lau n ch ed . 

Gem. Neal said the allies had so 
Ear destroyed 650 Iraqi artillery 
pieces and 600 armoured person- 
nel camera. 

Tehran Radio reported allied 
fighter-bombers pounded Basra 
in five bombing runs on Saturday. 

It said waves of attack cm Basra 
and its suburbs started at 7.20 
a.m. (0350 GMT) and each lasted 
10 minutes. 


The sound of several big explo- 
sions in the Basra area was heard 
over the next two and a half hours 
in the Iranian dty of Khorram- 
shahr, about 40 kilometres west 
of Basra, it said. 

A1 Qadisaya said more than 
50,000 sorties by allied planes had 
failed to shake Iraq's confidence 
of victory. 

“Iraq will not conceal the fact 
chat the ground battle would be 
severe and painful, but the results 
would be more painful (for them) 
than they imagined,” it said. 

“The fact that they (the U.S.- 
led alliance) try to ignore is that 
the air raids they launched on 
Iraq during the past (23) days 
have not weakened the capability 
of the Iraqis to confront and 
inflict destruction on enemy 
forces,” it said. 

'Iraqi newspapers Saturday 
published pictures of President 
Saddam Hussein chairing a meet- 
ing of the Revo lu tio na ry Com- 
mand Council (RCC). which 
groups government and military 
leaden. 

Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 
dty. 

Mr. Shamir said the missile 
attacks against Israel would soon 
end and that Israel’s task was to 
limit the damge it while 

waiting for the fall of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

“We are coming dose to the 
end of this situation, ...” he said. 

A weekend newspaper poll in- 
dicated that the majority of 
Israelis support the government’s 
policy of restraint But some resi- 
dents of the area hit Saturday said 
they would not be able to take the 
strain much longer. 

“This is Russian roulette. Peo- 
ple sit here afraid. They don’t 
know when it will land on their 
beads. It’s really frightening. We 
don’t know what to do," one 
woman told Israel Radio. 

A senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) official said 
Iraqi missile attacks have helped 
cut down on the number of Jews 
seeking settlement in Israel and 
underscored the linkage between 
the Kuwait criss and the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber of the PLO’s Executive Com- 
mittee, also urged Arabs to rebel 
against men - governments and 
force them to withdraw from the 
U.S.-led coalition arrayed against 

Iraq- , . / 

He spoke iq an interview that 
was aired by Baghdad Radio ear- 
ly Saturday. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo arrived in 
Iraq Friday by road from Am- 
man, with a message from FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. He met 
with Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz, the broadcast said. 

It said the discussions focused 
on “means of coordinating the 
joint battle against the forces of 
injustice, tyranny and aggres- 
sion.” 

Mr. Abed Rabbo is the 
highest-ranking PLO official to 
visit the Iraqi capital since the 
Gulf war began. The FLO has its 
military headquarters in Bagh- 
dad. 

“The missiles have prompted 
some 90,000 Soviet Jews to leave 
Israel,” Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 
“This is three times the number 
of Jews dial were emigrating to 
Israel every month before the war 


Added Mr. Abed Rabbo: ‘The 
Iraqi missOes also are a message 
that there could be no peace, 
security or stability in the region 
without an independent Palesti- 
nian state.” 


Impeachment of George Bush initiated 
by Ramsey Clark, Rep. Henry Gonzalez 


At a Jan. 15 Washington press conference , former U.S. Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark released a memorandum outlining the legal 
basis for articles of impeachment of President George Bush. The 
resolution was introduced the next day by Rep. Henry Gonzalez, 
before the bombing of Baghdad was begun. Excerpts from Mr. 
Gonzalez's statement and the full articles appear below. 


Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness, yet with great convic- 
tion, that T introduce today a 
Resolution of Impeachment of 
President Bush. At a time 
when our nation is deeply di- 
vided over the question of war, 
we find ourselves on the brink 
of a world war of such magni- 
tude that our minds cannot 
folly comprehend the destruc- 
tion that is about to be level- 
led. The position we are in is a 
direct result of the actions of 
one man and the reactions of 
another. The Iraqi people are 
as opposed to war as are the 
American people — the differ- 
ence is that the Iraqi people 
have no choice but to support 
their country 's leader. But the 
American people not only 
have the right to oppose and 
speak out in disagreement with 
their president, but they have 
the responsibility to do so if 
our democracy is to be pre- 
served. Today' I exercise this 
constitutional right and re- 
sponsibility to speak out in 
opposition to war in the Mid- 
dle East and in support of 
removal of our nation’s chief 
executive. 

When I took the oath of 
office earlier this month, as 1 
had numerous times before, 1 
swore to uphold the constitu- 
tion. The president's oath was 
the same — to uphold the 
Constitution o-f the United 
States. We did < not pledge an 
oath of allegiance to the presi- 
dent, but to the constitution 
which is the highest law of the 
land. The constitution provides 
for removal of -the president 
when he has committed high 
crimes and misdemeanors, in- 
cluding violation of the princi- 
ples of the constitution. Presi- 
dent Bush has violated these 
principles .... 

Mr. speaker, it is a sad day 
for our country, land it will be 
- an- .even • sadder day once the 
■“•fighting begins. President Bush 
must be stopped ■— a divided 
Congress, reflecting a divided 
country, is no way to conduct a 


war. The preservation of lives 
is at stakes, and the preserva- 
tion of our country — our 
democracy — is at stake, as 
well. 1 urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, and 
stand up to the president on 
behalf of the soldiers who will 
die, the civilians who will be 
massacred, and the constitu- 
tion that will be destroyed if 
this country goes to war in the 
Middle East. 

House Resolution 34 

Impeaching George Herbert 
Walker Bush, president of the 
United States, of high crimes 
and misdemeanors. 

Resolved, that George- Her- 
bert Walker Bush, president of 
the United States is impeached 
for high crimes and misde- 
meanors, and that the follow- 
ing articles of impeachment be 
exhibited to the Senate: 

Articles of impeachment ex- 
hibited by the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States 
of America in the name of 
itself and of all of the people of 
the United States of America, 
against George Herbert Wal- 
ker Bush, president of the Un- 
ited States of America, in 
maintenance and support of its 
impeachment against him for 
high crimes and misde- 
meanors. 

Article I 

In the conduct of the office 
of president of the United 
States, George Herbert Wal- 
ker Bush, in violation of his 
constitutional oath faithfully to 
execute the office of president 
of the United States and, to the 
best of his ability, preserve, 
protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
and in violation of his constitu- 
tional duty to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, has 
violated the equal protection 
clause of-the ebristitution.-U.S.' 
soldiers in the Middle East are 
overwhelmingly poor white, 
black, and Mexican Amer- 


icans, and their military service 
is based on the coercion of a 
system that has denied viable 
economic opportunities to 
these classes of citizens. Under 
the constitution, all classes of 
citizens are guaranteed equal 
protection, and calling on the 
poor and minorities to fight a 
war for oil to preserve the life 
styles of the wea Ithy is a denial 
of the rights of these soldiers. 
In all of this George Herbert 
Walker Bush hits acted in a 
manner contrary to his trust as 
president and subversive of 
constitutional government, to 
the gTeat prejudiire of the cause 
of law and justi>re and to the 
manifest injury of the people 
of the United States. 

Wherefore George Herbert 
Walker Bush, by such conduct, 
warrants impeachment and 
trial removal from office. 

Article II 

In the conduct of the office 
of president of the United 
States, George Herbert Wal- 
ker Bush, in violation of his 
constitutional oath faithfully to 
execute the office; of president 
of the United States and, to the 
best of his ability, preserve, 
protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
and in violation of his constitu- 
tional duty to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, has 
violated the U.S. constitution, 
federal law and the United 
Nations Security Council, to 
support belligerent acts against 
Iraq. In all of this George 
Herbert Walker Bush has 
acted in a manner contrary to 
his trust as president and sub- 
versive of constitutional gov- 
ernment. to the great prejudice 
of the cause of law and justice 
and to the manifest injury of 
the people of the United 
States. 

Wherefore George Herbert 
Walker Bush, by such conduct, 
warrants impeachment and 
trial, and removal from office. 

Article 111 

In the conduct of the office 
of president of the United 
States, George Herbert WaJ- 
-■* ker Bush. ‘ in Violation of his 
constitutional oath faithfully to 
execute the office of president 
of the United Stares; and. to the 


best of his ability, preserve, 
protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
and In violation of his constitu- 
tional duty to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, has 
prepared, planned, and con- 
spired to engage in a massive 
war against Iraq employing 
-methods of mass destruction 
that will result in the killing of 
tens of thousands of civilians, 
many of whom will be chil- 
dren. This planning includes 
the placement and potential 
use of nuclear weapons, and 
the use of such indiscriminate 
weapons and massive killings 
by serial bombardment, or 
otherwise, of civilians violates 
the Hague Conventions of 
1907 and 1923, the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and Pro- 
tocol I thereto, the Nuremberg 
Charter, the Genocide Con- 
vention and the United Na- 
tions Declaration of Human 
Rights. In all of this George 
Herbert Walker Bush has 
acted in a manner contrary to 
his trust as president and sub- 
versive of constitutional gov- 
ernment. to the great prejudice 
of the cause of law and justice 
and to the manifest injury of 
the people of the United 
States. 

Wherefore George Herbert 
Walker Bush, by such conduct, 
warrants impeachment and 
trial, and removal from offict. 

Article IV 

In the conduct of the office 
of president of the United 
States, George Herbert Wal- 
ker Bush, in violation of his 
constitutional oath faithfully to 
execute the office of president 
of the United States and. to the 
best of his ability, preserve, 
protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, 
and in violation of his constitu- 
tional duty to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed, has 
committed the United States to 
acts' of war without congres- 
sional consent and contrary to 
the United Nations Charter 
and international law. From 
August, 1990, through Janu- 
ary. 1991, the president 
embarked on a course of action 
that systematically eliminated 
every option for peaceful re- 
solution of 'the Gulf crisis'^' 

Once the president 


approached Congress for a de- 
claration of war, 500,000 
American soldiers' lives were 
in jeopardy — rendering any 
substantive debate by Con- 
gress meaningless. The presi- 
dent has not received a dec- 
laration of war by Congress, 
and in contravention of the 
written word, the spirit, and 
the intent of the U.S. constitu- 
tion has declared that he will 
go to war regardless of the 
views of Congress and the 
American people. In failing to 
seek a declaration of war. and 
in declaring his intent to 
violate the constitution in dis- 
regarding the acts of Congress 
— including the War Powers 
Resolution — George Herbert 
Walker Bush has acted in a 
manner contrary to his trust as 
president and subversive of 
justice and to the manifest 
injury of the people of the 
United States. 

Wherefore George Herbert 
Walker Bush, by such conduct, 
warrants impeachment and 
trial, and removal from office. 

Article V 

In the conduct of the office of 
president of the United States. 
George Herbert Walker Bush, 
in violation of his constitutional 
oath faithfully to execute the 
office of president of the United 
States and, to the best of his 
ability, preserve, protect, and 
defend the Constitution of the 
United States, and in violation 
of his constitutional duty to take 
'care that the laws be faithfully 
executed, has planned, pre- 
pared, and conspired to commit 
crimes against the peace by lead- 
ing the United States into 
aggressive war against Iraq in 
violation of Article 2 (4) of the 
United Nations Charter, the 
Nuremberg Charter, other inter- 
national instruments and 
treaties, and the Constitution of 
the United States. In all of this 
George Herbert Walker Bush 
has acted in a manner contrary 
to his trust as president and 
subversive of constitutional gov- 
ernment, to the great prejudice 
of the cause of law and justice 
and to the manifest injury of the 
pepple of the United States. 

Wherefore George Herbert 
Walker Bush, by such conduct, 
tfhrrants impeachment and trial. 
and removal from office. 


Gorbachev 

(Continued from page 1) 

“There have been a large num- 
ber of casualties, including 
among the peaceful population. 
Military actions have already 
caused huge materiall losses. En- 
tire countries — first Kuwait, 
then Iraq, and now perhaps 
others — are nnder Jthe threat of 
catastrophic destruction. 

“The huge oil spill in the “Per- 
sian’ Golf may bring extremely 
heavy ecological harm." 

Mr. Gorbachev repeated the 
longstanding Soviet position that 
political attempts should be made 
to solve the Gulf crisis peacefully 
and secure Iraq’s withdrawal 
from Kuwait. 

“At this critical moment I. 
appeal pubtidy to the president 
of Iraq with an mgisat call to 
consider everyt h ing .that is at 
sake for his country and show 
realism, which would allow (him) 
to take the path of a reliable, just 


and peaceful settlement. 

“I am immediately sending my 
personal envoy to Baghdad for 
meetings with President Hus- 
sein.” 

Mr. Gorbachev did not name 
the envoy. In the past six months, 
Yevgeny Primakov, a Gorbachev 
adviser and one of the Soviet 
Union’s top experts on Arab 
a f fairs, made several trips to talk 
with President Saddam and other 
Middle Eastern leaders. 

Mr. Gorbachev also said he 
feared the introduction of che- 
mical, biological or nnclear 
weapons in the conflict. 

“Judging by some statements 
on the political level and reports 
by influential mass media, (there 
are attempts) to get people on 
both sides of the conflict used to 
thinkings about the availability 
and possibility of using weapons 
of mass destruction. 

“If this happens, all of world 
politics (and) all of world society 
would be shaken to its founda- 
tions.” 


Initiative 

(Continued from page 1) 

Tehran has revealed no details 
of Mr. Rafsanjanf s iptan but has 
reiterated that peace must be 
based on the withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait and of foreign 
forces from the region. 

The spirit of the efforts and 
messages of (he Islamic Republic 
of Iran is based on seriousness in 
ending this devastating war 
peacefully,” IRNA iqnoted Fore- 
ign Minister AH Aid bar Velayati 
as saying after welcoming the 
Iraqi delegation. 

The Iranian initiative has been 
welcomed by the Soviet Union 
and several non-aligned coun- 
tries, but has generated little en- 
thusiasm in Washington. Iraq has 
not commented publicly on the 
proposal. 

Foreign Minister Velayati will 
visit Germany Feb. 18 and 19 for 
talks on the Goff crisis, the Bonn 
Foreign Ministry said Saturday. 


Spokesman Hanns Schumacher 
said the meeting with Foreign 
Minister Hanfr-Dietrich Genschcr 
had been planned since late last 
year. ' 

“There is in terest on both sides 
in discussing the current situation 
in the Gulf,” be added. 

Mr. Genscher’s meeting with 
Mr. Velayati will follow talks 
Geuscher is scheduled to have 
tins week in Egypt, Syria and 
Jordan. 

Iran meanwhile sent 16 tonnes 
of medicine to Iraq from Iran 
Saturday under supervision of the 
International Ckmnnittec of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), IRNA re- 
ported. 

It said the shipment, the 
second in 10 days, was sent in a 
convoy through Khosravi, the 
main border crossing. 

An IGRC spokesman said in 
Geneva Thursday that com- . 
ba tains in the Gulf war had been 
informed of the shipment and 
given assurances that die convoy 
would not be attacked. 


Cheney 

(Continued from page !)■ 

allay Arab criticism, stressed 
Saturday they did not seek to 
expand allied Gulf war aim* 
beyond liberating Kuwait to the 
overthrow of die Iraqi govern- 
ment 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd tokl a news confer- 
ence after talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak: “I think there is 
total agreement between Egypt 
and Britain that we are not seek- 
ing to alter or expand the war 
aims.” 

“We are not seeking to alter 
the boundaries of Iraq, that 
would not be acceptable. We are 
not seeking to dictate who should 
be the government of Iraq. That 
is for fee Iraqis,” be said. 

Egypt has declared publicly its 
readiness to cooperate with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein once 
his troops are removed from 
Kuwait. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, MR FREIGHT 

FORWARD I KG, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVER! ES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

JEU 604676 604696 
•.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 





WkjotL 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman. near 
Ahtiyyah Girts School 


•‘" ifr Open daily 12:00-3:30 

V * V p-tB. 

6:30-Mhtnigbt 

-Sr] ' 7>/„ 63M968 



MS M 



>-*m: w 4^ wrn W Mi. I 
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CROWN ■ 
INT’L EST. I 

packing, shipping, ■ 
forwarding, storage , m 
clearing, door-to-door g; 

corvine M 




' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

L Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

- \ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pjfcoto 
stem 30 % imrgatr 

* Frmm mn imrgm- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisani • Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmmim 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
‘ available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.3*0 pm 
7.30-h^Dpm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbmtda 3 rd circle* 




4Hant S- Sato 

Many villas and apartments) 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please) 
call 

Abdonn Real 


TeL 810605, 810609, - 
Fax: 810520, 




T Ik Regency PokKe Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CA1LLSOHA 

AT 


QQj^OO 


Sand! Real Estate 
687821/22 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAINITEL 

,U2<|l|ls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
ADVERTISE 
in the 


Shmeisani - Grind lays Bank Bl 
Tel. 669 457 



Jordan 




JORDAN MARKET PLACE 













Sports 


Algeria’s Morcelf wins mile at 
Meadowlands Indoor Athletics 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (Agencies) — Noureddine 
Morceti of Algeria just missed 
Earn cron Coghlan's world indoor 
mile record when be won die 
event in three minutes 50.81 
seconds at the Meadowlands In- 
vitation ai Indoor Athletics meet- 
ing. 

Morceii grabbed the lead at 800 
metres and finished 35 metres 
ahead of Ireland's Marcus O'Sul- 
livan. who placed second in 
3:56.75. 

The 20-year-old Morceii, die 
world’s top-ranked outdoor mOer 
in 1990, would have collected a 
5100,000 bonus if be bad broken 
the 3:49.78 mark set by Ireland's 
Coghlan at this meeting in 1983. 

“It is my second race since 
September," said Morceii, who 
won the MiUrose Gaines mile last 
week in 3:53.50. “Now I have the 
rhythm in my legs.” 

Morceii, who plans to run 
again in Stockholm and New 
York before the World Indoor 
Championships in March, said he 
would have broken Coghlan’s re- 
cord with a stronger field. 

“7 ran the last half by myself 
and if there had been someone to 
push me it would have been 
fester. I feel the record can be 
broken at some race soon." 

World indoor record holder 
Doina MeKnte of Romania won 


die women’s mile in an easy 
4C18.11. Melinte, who set the 
record of 4:17.14 here last year, 
led from the half mile mark and 
cruised unaccompanied over die 
last five laps. 

Andrew Cason, having estab- 
lished himself as the best indoor 
sprinter this season, rolled to his 
fourth straight victory Friday 
night by taking the 55-metre 
sprint in the Meadowlands Invita- 
tional. 

Cason, the 1990 indoor cham- 
pion from Texas A and M, is 
unbeaten since finishing fo ur t h at 
Hamil ton, Ontario, on Jan. 11 in 
Ben Johnson's heralded return to 
competition. 

In that race, Cason was called 
for a questionable false start 
although he a ppe ar ed to get out 
of the blocks legally. 

The quick-starting Cason was 
called for a false start Friday 
night, but this time, it didn’t 
rattle him. 

On the re-start, he again was 
out first, and maintained the lead 
throughout, winning in 6.18 
seconds. 

“The false start didn't bother 
me,” Cason said. “I just waited 
for the gun, tried to keep my head 
down and accelerate." 

His victory ruined Tony Dees' 
attempt for a sprint-hurdles dou- 
ble. 


Dees, the 1990 Kafional Indoor 
Champion, won the 55-metre 
hurdles in 6.99. That race was 
held about 10 minutes before the 
dash. 

Dees, who won the sprint last 
year and was second in the hur- 
dles, finished second in the dash 
Friday night, j reversing his 
finishes of a year ago. 

‘T was tired, more mentally 
than physically,"’ Dees said. “It 
takes a whole day to prepare for a 
race and you can’t do a day’s 
work in 10 minertes. My reaction 
at the start was; slow. 

‘Tm a hurdler., that’s it.” 

Daron Council, winner of the 
dash at Ottawa, was fourth Fri- 
day night in 6.28. 

In the hurdles. Dees led from 
the start and opened a substantial 
lead midway through the race. 
He had to withstand a late rally 
by six-time winner Greg Foster, 
who was late out of the blocks. 
Foster was timed in 7.01. 

“1 hit the fourth hurdle and it 
stood me straight up,” Foster 
said. ‘That’s what cost me the 
race.” 

In the women's sprint and hur- 
dles, the winners were the same 
as in last year’s meet — Lavonna 
Martin in the hurdle in 7.53 and 
Michelle Finn in the dash in 6.75. 

Martin bad to come from be- 


hind to nip 1981 Olympic bronze 
medallist IGm McKenzie. 

In the Finn, the 1990 

national otndoor champion at 100 
metres, led all the way in beating 
Sheila Echols and Gwen Torr- 
ence, each timed in 6.77. Echols 
was given second place. 

Diane Dixon, the women's 
overall leader in this season’s 
Mobil Grand Prix, raced to her 
fifth straight victory and a meet- 
record eighth triumph in the 
women’s 400 metres in 52.58. 

It was Dixon’s sixth consecu- 
tive win in this meet, and she has 
won every 400 metres in the 
Meadowlands Invitation since 
1983, except for 1985, when she 
was edged in a co n trov er sial fin- 
ish by Valerie Brisco Hooks. 

Debbi Lawrence, 29, clipped 
neriy seven seconds off die world 
indoor best in the women’s 1,500- 
metre race walk, clocking 
5:54.35. -Hie pr e vio u s mark of 
6:01.16 was set sby Maryajme 
TorreDas in this meet in 1987. 

Vfllanova’s Sonia O’Sullivan, 
who set a world indoor best for 
the women’s 5,000 metres Jan. 25 
at Boston, shattered the meet 
record in winning the collegiate 
mile in 4:35.19. The old mark of 
4:42.93 was set last year by 
Siobahn Gallagher ’ of Provi- 
dence. 


Cabin, Agassi sweep into 
San Francisco semifinals 


Volkov reaches Milan final 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Dar- 
ren Cahill upset fourth-seeded 
John McEnroe 7-6 (7-3), 3-6, 6-3 
to move into the semifinals of the 
Volvo-San Francisco Tennis 
Tournament. 

Cahill will play fellow Austra- 
lian Wally Masur Saturday night. 

Cahill won the last four points 
to take the first-set tie-breaker. 
McEnroe won the second set by 
breaking C ahill in the eighth game 
and holding serve. McEnroe 
fought bade from a 0-40 deficit in 
the next game to hold and dose 
out the set 6-3. 

McEnroe led 3-1 in the third 
set but Cahill broke back in the , 
sixth game. The crucial break' 
came in the eighth game when 
McEnroe was wide on a forchancP : 
and flubbed a forehand. Cahill 
then served out the match. 

Top-seeded Andre Agassi easi- 
ly advanced to the semifinals 


earlier in the evening with a 6-2, 
6-4 victory over Kevin Corren 
after no. 3 Brad Gilbert and no. 7 
Wally Masur fought off strong 
upset challenges. 

There were seven service 
breaks in the Agassi-Curren 
match. The last came when Agas- 
si broke Curren for the final time 
in the 10th game of the second 
set. 

Corren was plagued by fore- 
hand errors in the first set. Over- 
all, the formidable serve-and- 
volleyer only got 43 per cent of 
his first serves in, compared with 
Agassi’s 70 per cent. 

Agassi advanced^ to a semifinal 
match with Gilbert Saturday. 

Gilbert needed more than two 
hoixrsTb’ thru back Dan Goldie 
6-1, 5-7, 6-4. The eighth game 
went 24 points, the equivalent to 
six love games, before Gilbert 
prevailed. 


Lendl, Sampras top field 
for U.S. pro indoor games 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ivan- 
Lendl and defending champion 
Fete Sampras will be the top two 
seeds in next week's $l-mfllion 
U.S. pro indoor tournament. 

The other challengers include 
former champions John McEn- 
roe, seeded fourth, and Tim 
Mayotte, seeded eighth. 

Pairings for die 48-player field 
were announced Friday with six 
spots to be filled through a qual- 
ifying tournament this weekend. 
The seven-day pro indoor begins 
Monday at the spectrum. 

Lendl, ranked no. 3 in the 
world, won the 1986 title against 
Mayotte and reached the final in 
1983 and 1984. 

Sampras, ranked no. 5, won his 
first pro title here last year and 
went on to become the yongest 


U.S. Open champion in history. 

Brad Gilbert, no. 10 in the 
world and seeded third, will try to 
reach his first Philadelphia final. 

McEnroe, a four-time Phi- 
ladelphia champion, could face 
his brother, lGtb-seeded Patrick, 
in a semifinal if both win their 
early matches. 

Jay Berger is seeded fifth, fol- 
lowed by Jim Courier, Michael 
Sticfa and Mayotte, a two-time 
champion. 

The remaining seeds are Petr 
Korda, Derrick Rostagno, Dar- 
ren CahilJ, Mark Koevermans, 
Wally Masur, Paul Haarimis, 
Gary Muller and Patrick McEn- 
roe. 

The tournament champion win 
take home 5135,000. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
©'990 Mbuna Madia Serrtesa. Inc. 


THE END IN SIGHT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A K 7 3 2 
9 75 2 

0 83 

* AS 2 

WEST EAST 

* Q5 4 J 8 6 

9 4 9 Q 93 

OK ID 752 0 J 6 4 

•ft Q J 20 7 4 ft 9 6 5 3 
SOUTH 
4 10 9 4 
9 A K J 10 8 6 
0AQ9 
ft K 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 9 

Pass 

1 4 

Pass 

3 9 

Pea 

4 ft 

Pass 

4 O 

Pass 

4 9 

Pass 

6 9 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of ft 
Aggressive bidding tactics seem 
to be the vogue these days. But if 
that is your penchant, you had bet- 
ter learn to play the cards well if you 
don’t want to acquire a reputation 
as a loser. 

Neither North nor South had 
much to spare for any of their ac- 
tio ns- By bidding four hearts, North 
confirmed that four dubs was a 
cue-bid in support of partner’s suit. 


A raise to five hearts might have/ 
been more prudent than South’s de-| 
cuion to jump to slam. 

Whatever one might think of the 
bidding, thms was a certain poetry 
in the way South handled the play. 
After taking the opening lead in 
hand perforce, declarer cashed one 
high heart, crossed to the king of 
spades and finessed the jack of 
trumps. 

Had that lost to the queen, de- 
clarer intended winning the ctbb 
continuation while discarding a 
Spade from hand, then cashing the 
ace of spades and ruffing a spade 
high, hoping for a 3-2 split. Dum- 
my’s seven of trumps would serve as 
an entry for two diamond discards 
on the good spades. 

When the tnunp finesse won, an 
alternative plan was ready to be 
tapped for a possibly lucrative over- 
trick, an important consideration in 
a pairs contest. Declarer crossed to 
the ace of spades, discarded a spade 
on the ace of chibs and finessed the 
queen of diamonds. That lost, but 
the slam was dill home. Declarer 
won the diamond continuation with 
the ace, ruffed a diamond on the 
table and returned to hand by ruff- 
ing a black card to draw the last 
trump and claim the contract. 


MILAN (AP]i — Eighth-seeded 
Alexander Volkov defeated fifth- 
seeded Jakob Hlasek in straight 
sets Saturday ito reach the final of 
the $600,000- MSan Indoor ATP 
Tennis Tournament. 

• The 23-year-dd Soviet player 
earned his second final in three 
years in the Italian tournament 
after surviving a scare in the ninth 
game of the first set. 

Down 0-40 on his serve, Vol- 
kov — a baseline player — raided 


the net and played consecutive 
winning volleys to amnnal three 
break points and move to 5-1. In 
the following game be broke 
Hlasek’s serve to win the set. 

Hlasek, a Swiss ranked 18 in 
the world, lost his serve again in 
the second game of the second 
set, fought back to 3-3 but suf- 
fered a decisive break in the 8th 
game to lose the semifinal match 
in one hour and 12 minutes. 


Norwegian wins men’s 

cross-country skating 


VAL DI FIEMME, Italy (AP) — 
Bjorn DahHe, skating hard on the 
final uphill stretches, beat Gunde 
Svan by 3.4 seconds to win the 
men’s 15-kilometres - freestyle 
cross-country race Saturday at 
die World Nordic : Ski Cham- 


Dahlie, starting just behind 
Svan and controlling the Swede's 
intermediate times throughout 
the race, covered the race in 36 
m i nut e s, 572 seconds. 

It was the first medal in a major 
championship for the 23-year-old 
Norwegian, who has been the 
premier freestyle skier on the 
World Cup c ir c u it tins season. 

But DahHe, who is second in 
the c u rrent World Cup standings 
after two wins and one second, 
wasn’t confident ' gping into die 
race. 

“During the warmup before 
the race I didn’t think I would 
have a chance to win,” he said. “I 
slept bad last night. I was ner- 
vous. i 

“And I had a cold last week 
and felt chest pain., I was worried 
about my health. T 

Svan, winner of the opening 
30K classic-style ijace Thursday, 
said be lost the race on the final 
two kfiometres of the course. 

“I had no strength left on the 
uphill stretches. That’s where he 
beat me,” said Svan, the most 
winning cross-country skier in 
World Championship history. 

Vladimir Smirnov of the Soviet 
Union, a classic-style expert, 
finished third, 10.6 seconds be- 
hind DahHe. He had won a silver 
medal in the 30K. 


Italians Giorgio Vanzetta and 

MauriKo Di Zolt were fourth and 

fifth, 34.1 and 35.6 seconds be- 
hind the winner. 

Rounding out of foe top 10 
were Ottoson of Sweden, Kristen 
Skjeldal of Norway, Viatcheslav 
Flabuoov of the Soviet Union 
and Toigny Mogren of Sweden, 
who tied for eight, and SOvano 
Barco of Italy. 

Yves Bilodeau of Canada was 
the top North Americas, 
finishing 26th in 38:42.9. 

The race was held in excellent 
conditions under sunny sides. 
Only one of the 36 starters failed 
to finish . 

Later Saturday, the Nordic 
c o mbin ed ended with the 15K 
cross-country event. 

Norwegian acts 
new world record 

HEERENVEEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — Norwegian Johann Olaf 
Koss set a new 5,000 metres 
world record Saturday at the 
.world speedskating cham- 


The 22-year-old defending 
champion finished the race in 6 
min nte s 41.73 seconds, compared 
to the earlier record of 6.43.59 set 
by compatriot Gcir Karistadt in 
Galgaxy, Canada, in 1987. 

“I really did not think about it, 
not even (about) the other ska- 
ters. I wanted to skate for my- 
self,” he said after the race. 

His record time also placed him 

in a commanding position in the 
World Championship provisional 


Downhill skiing cancelled 
again on Olympic course 


IOC president predicts 
solution on S. Africa near 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) 
— The president of the Intema- 
' tional Olympi c Committee (IOC) 
predicted Fri day the question of 
South Africa’s return to the 
Olympics could be resolved very 
soon. 

Juan Antonio Samaranch, in 
his first official reaction to South 
African President F.W. De 
Klerk’s pledge to dismantle apar- 
theid, told Reuters: “Now that 
we see that important changes 
can come in South Africa in the 
near future iwe expect the final 
solution can happen very soon on 
re-admission to the Olympic 
movement.” 

Samaranch recalled that the 
IOC was the Inst sports organisa- 


tion to -close the door on South 
Africa because .of apartheid. 

“We Have been foQowmgTde- 
vdopments careffuQy all these 
years. We very much want to 

normalise relations as soon as 
possible,” he said. 

The IOC president referred to 
the high-level IOC commission 
set up three years ago for that 
reason. It will be visiting South 
Africa next month in a significant 
move. 

Samaranch said: “It will not be 
going just to realise what is going 
on but to fry very hard to reach a 
solution that can make it possible 
to have South Africa back in the 
Olympic family.” 


VAL DTSERfi, France (AP) — 
Jcan-Claudc Killy, the co- 
president of tiie 1992 Winter 
Olympic Organising Committee, 
said Saturday that he's not dis- 
couraged by the second consecu- 
tive cancelation of a men’s dow- 
nhill on the fntnre Olympic 
course. 

“In the past the do wn bilk at 
the Olympics 5n Grenoble (1968), 
Lake Placid (1980) and Sarajevo 
(1984) were also postponed be- 
arish of the' Weather,” Kflfyr'said. 
“So we have to stay «lm and be 
well organised.” 

Saturday, snow and poor visi- 
bility canceled a World Cup test 
of die 1992 Olympic Downhill 
course, set exactly one year be- 
fore the gold medal race. 

“We scheduled it on the ninth 
of February in 1992 to be one of 
tiie first days of the games,” Killy 
said. “It could be postponed 
many times but Fm sure the 
downhill then will be run.” 

“But the 'do wnhill is just one of 
57 gold medals next year,” be 
said. 


One year before the opening of 
the games, Killy had been making 
tiie rounds of official meetings in 
Albertville, France, and with the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

However when be returned to 
a competition site, he was greeted 
by more than enough snow and a 
cloudy view of the new Olympic 
downhill. 

The course has' been criticised 
for too mhny righ t turns. “The 
'track needs good visibility,” Killy 
said. 

Olympic organisers are having 
their problems beginning with the 
weather. More 20 centimetres of 
snow fell over tiie last 36 hours. 

Previous competitions in La 
Plagne were postponed because 
of safety concerns on the new 
bobsled run. 

A ski jumping co mp e tit ion in 
Courchevel last month was also 
canceled when tiie platform had 
to be modified. 

The women’s downhill ski 
course in Meribel had to be 
altered because it was considered 
too fast. 


Whittlin' Jeff 
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Johnson tells Lewis 
( anv time, anywhere 


OSAKA, Japan (AP) — 
out there Carl Lewis, Ben 
Johnson says he’s got a message 
for you. 

“Any time, anywhere. 

“Carl Lewis should kno w that 
Tm not afraid to ran agam st 
him,” said Johnson, i n Japan to 
compete in his fourth comeb ack 
race after a two-year ban for 
Turing steroids. 

Tn not taking anything away 

from the great runners, but when 

Tm ready I can do better than 
anvwhen,” Johnson said. 

•The, 29 -year-old Canadian 
sprinter, stripped of a world re- 
cord and gold medal after faffing 

a drug test at the Seoul Olympics, 

is scheduled to race against Lewis 
in August in Malmo, Sweden. 

But at a news conference 
Saturday, his manager suggested 
the two may come head-to-bead 
sooner. 

“We are hoping that (Malmo) 
won’t be the first race,” said 
Kemeel Azan. “There is a strong 
possibility erf a match-race soon- 
er... in Europe, or possibly even 
Canada.” 


-JT ^hifc , lot dtp** 

„ and finished second inn** 

te comb-*. J* * 

hTwas set two Canadian records 
5 75 seconds over 50 metre* 
Zd 6-20 seconds in the 55 -<netre 

one is talking about Bee 
going to nightclubs any more. J* 
j^skepTand ears well 

works bard," Azw 

“The ffig™ of steroids win oe 
with bans fix a lifetime, bin/ be * 
beHbent on pro ving th at he era 
do it without steroids." 

In Monday’s Osaka Indoor 
Track and Field meet, Johnson a. 
to race Cuba’s Andres Simon, the 
1989 world indoor 60 - metre 
champion. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“We’re out of croissants. How 
about some bent toast?" 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 


Unscramble these tour Jumble* 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Qn 

IOBAT 


1 

1 





RUPUS 



J 


LONPEL 

• 

_LL_ . 




UNGOAT 


□ 


□ 

c 


THAT OPINIONATED? 
6UY WAS ALWAYS 
DOWN OVANY- 
THM3r-~ 


Now arrange the circled lettws to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— '-•^saxrm"a: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: EJECT 
Answer 


{Answers tomorrow) 
BLEACH HANGAR 

He misses Ns wife’s cooking 

EVERY CHANCE HE GETS 


STOKE 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Rena M. Campbefl 


ACROSS 
1 Irritate 
5 Resorts 
9 Jibe 

14 Lab gel 

15 Top-notch 

16 Shearer of 
"The Red 
Shoes" 

17 Dependable 
one 

20 “_.a poem 
towaly as — ' ” 

21 Overdue 

22 Meeting: abbr. 

23 Bum 

25 Stew 

27 Seasoner 

30 Help! 

32 Certain 
vertebrate 

36 Exist 

37 Halts 

39 Civil War 
general 

40 Man-about- 
town 

43 "Lou Grant" 

44 Draped 



garments 




45 Farming sei. 

46 Ocean floor 
48 Free 

48 Quarry 
50 Practiced me- 
toofsm 
52 Gr. letter 
54 On — • with 
(equal to) 

57 Graceful horse 
59 Come up 
83 Handyman 

66 Soviet 

■ cooperative 

67 Equal 

68 Stupid 
person 
Eng. novelist 

70 Spectral 

71 She: Fr. 


DOWN 

Indian prince 
Rhythm” 
Cowardly 
Uon 

Hemingway 


5 Utter 

6 Places for 
billiards 

7 Pavlova 

8 Heated 
contest 

9 Soul: Fr. 

10 Gauzy fabric 

11 Ready for use 

12 Cupid 

13 Corrodes 
to Formerly 
19 Tiller 

24 IL Wine center 

26 Tibetan 
priests 

27 Grand tales 

28 " — by any 
other name.. 1 * 

5* £ Helmstay 
31 Old weapon 

33 Cheekbone 

34 It rfver 

* Suspicious 
3* — - threat 
38 Careless 
. writer 


Yesterday’, Pm*. 
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« Sir 1 * 

£ 

gjsw* 
U ss «■» 


56 Judicial 

3 £?k 

sir- 
» ch * er 
65 Attempt 







Ailing dollar needs economic 
rebound, not Just intervention 


U.S. lawmakers fear long recession 


YORK (R) — Day after 
- , < 5 T: 4 k'^day, central banks swoop into 
^ EWorld currency markets, buying 
^Wlare in a desperate effort to pull 
1 currency off record lows. 

>,«. ^ But while this week’s massive 

intervention has helped, 
-'analysts say, nothing short of a 
.V’v't • -fcU.S. economic rebound will lead 
- ' \~*r- ■. to a real dollar comeback. 

■ v “It’s a tactical move to wrcrng- 

'~.i v ^.foot the market and it’s failed. I 
j can’t understand why they're 
. :c ‘ r-? ^ throwing good money after bad," 

’•^•*.^"7^; said WiBiam Ledward of Nomura 
Securities in London. 

"■ Friday, central banks Lmnched 
- a fifth straight day of interven- 

' don. Thirteen banks from 

: - - Europe were joined by the Feder- 
- ; " I ■» al Reserve and the Bank of Cana- 
■ ‘-. c-- '< da in the dollar buying. 

• % :* r -^ 5 l But all they had to show for the 
-■ - s effort was dollar that topped 

- • . . . • •$' Thursday’s record traded low of 

=.i . 1.4467 Dentschemarks — its 

- . . . latest in a series of new bottoms. 

~ The dollar dosed Friday at 

. a 1.4560 Dentschemarks, up slight- 

• ly from 1.4550 at Thursday’s 

dose. Analysts said stronger 
~ ^ medicine was now needed: An 


r * c «iv«j Moscow hikes 
alcohol prices 
~r~" in restaurants 

liy* MOSCOW (R) — Moscow dty 
_ council raised prices of alcohol in 

* : the city’s restaurants and cafes by 

• 200 per cent Friday in a move to 
increase funds for social services, 
the newspaper Izvestia reported. 

The rises, which mean that die 
price of an average bottle of 
vodka will soar from about 10 to 
30 roubles ($18 to $54 at the 
'i official exchange rate), were in- 
troduced amid rumours of plan- 
■< . ued increases over a wide range 

, of food and other goods. 

■■-•x 4 1 The increases do not affect 
prices in state Hqoor stops, where 
vodka and wine are often in short 
... supply and where long lines fo r m 

daily, especially before weekends 
and holidays. 

Izvestia quoted an official of 

■ the dty council, controlled by 

liberals and radicals strongly cri- 
tical of the long-ruling Commun- 
ujkT-T nee;* tst Party, as saying the extra 

'■ •- ~ income “win be used for die 

— > social protection of the underprt=~ 

1 vileged." 

1 The newspaper said the price' 
f _ of beer would also be raised in 
. a both shops and restaurants. A 

-f half-litre bottle of the popular 

: Zhigulovskoye brand, which now 

' i costs 80 kopecks ($1.45), will cost 
I 1.20 roubles ($2.18) from Satnr- 

I day- 


cnd to the recession, America’s 
first in eight yeara. 

“When we begin to see the 
bottom of the economy, when 
firings slowly start coming bade, 
the dollar will recover, but it will 
be piece m eal said' managing 
director RayeDe Weber Tyler at 
International Treasury Consult- 
ing. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Analysts say the waves of in- 
tervention cannot be fully effec- 
tive, as the different pace of 
growth among the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrial nations 
wifi prevent the interest rate 
adjustments needed to back in- 
tervention. 

Germany, concerned with in- 
flation, has raised its interest 
rates, while the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) hoping to curtail the reces- 
sion, has been pushing U.S. rates 
lower. 

Thafs bad news for the dollar, 
as investors turn to currencies 
Bke the mark that offer higher 
returns. 

And the dollar has not only hit 


record lows against the Deutscbe- 
marfc, which was treated after World 
War n, but against fixe Swiss 
franc as well, and has fallen to 
10-year lows against the British 
pound. 

“Historically, if you look back 
at the dollar during a period of 
intervention, you do see a turnar- 
ound,” said currency analyst 
David Gilmore of McCarthy, Cri- 
santi MaffeL “But part of what 
turned the market around were 
adjustments far interest rates.” 

While the G-7 — the United 
States, Germany, Japan, Britain, 
Canada, France and Italy — con- 
sult on economic policy, each has 
its own agenda. 

“Domestic concerns in each of 
the major countries have taken 
precedence over global G-7 unity 
or global concern over the dol- 
lar,” said assistant vice president 
Carl Amendola at Hypotonic. 

- “Tire 1.45 mark level had been 
key, and 1.40 is seen as crucial,” 
said Amendola. “From here on 
down, all levels are going to be 
key. The central banks don’t 
stand a prayer.” 

The dollar’s a gainst the 


China raises spectre 
of renewed inflation 
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Saturday, February 9, 

1991 

Central Bank official rates 


for 

Se« 

US. dollar 

662.0 

666.0 

Pcmnd Sterling 

1317.0 

1324.9 

Deatscfacmuk 

454.6 

4573 

Swiss franc 

5322 

535.4 

French franc 

133.5 

1343 

Japanewyen (for 100) 

518.4 

5213 

Dutch grider 

403.7 

406.1 

Swedish crown 

121.0 

12L7 

hafian Era (fix 100) 

60.4 

60.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

220.8 

222.1 


BEIJING (R) — The spectre of 
renewed inflation has returned to 
haunt China, recalling memories 
of the panic buying that helped to 
spark social unrest in 1989. 

The main chrprit is inefficiency 
in the economy, said a report 
from the State Statistical 
Bureau. 

“Social demand is gradually 
recovering, production is increas- 
ing by the quarter, but making 
progress in improving economic 
efficiency has been slow," the 
Economic Information daily said. 

“Within economic develop- 
ment, the potential for Inflation- 
ary pressure has increased,” it 
said in an analysis based on the 
bureau’s report. 

Loss-making state enterprises 
continued to make products that 
no one wanted to buy. Western 
diplomats said. 

Even efficient industries were 
hampered by chronic shortages of 
energy, and tpiw j pat e rj a ^ aml by 
a txansportnetworitthathas trou- 
ririe moving gbbds'tri whefe'they 
are needed. 

If demand picks up supply may 
not be able to keep pace, result- 
ing in higher prices, the diplomats 
said. 

“The old problem of low eco- 
nomic efficiency has not yet been 
changed. Add to that fire new 
pressure of potential inflation, 
and our economic task will still be 
arduous,” fire Economy Daily 
commented. 

Fierce inflation — approaching 
30 per cent in cities — in 1988 and 
the first half of 1989 contributed 
to public anger at comm must 
authorities that resulted in pro- 
democracy demonstrations and 
unrest. 

The army crashed fire chal- 
lenge to the party’s leadership in 
June 1989 when it cleared Beij- 
ing’s T iananm en square with 
tanbi and gnus. 

Economic authorities damped 
down on inflation with an auster- 
ity programme that brought price 
rises down to two per cent last 
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year while stifling economic 
growth. 

“People in government are 
talking about eight per cent infla- 
tion fins year, which people can 
live with,” a Western diplomat 
said. 

“If it goes over 10 per cent, 
however, thafs when you get into 
trouble with rekindled inflation- 
ary expectations starling massive 
demand that can’t be met with 
increased supply,” he noted. 

“If they can manage inflation 
they could have a very good year. 
If they don't manage it correctly 
it could be disastrous since there’s 
so much cash in the system,” he- 
added. 

Diplomats said they antici- 
pated a sharp tightening of credit 
to try to bead off inflation. 

The government relaxed credit 
last year to stimulate the eco- 
nomy, resulting in a huge amount 
of new leading. 

Much, of rffict new lending was 
notarised productively, however. • 
■ -“Loans were thrown =but with** 
reckless abandon ... but the funds 
were stagnant,” said Economic 
Information daily, adding that 
credit often did not go where it 
would do the most good. 

Another key problem was Chi- 
na’s lack of a system for reward- 
ing good enterprises and letting 
bad companies firfl, it said, quot- 
ing a state statistical bureau 

Many poorly managed enter- 
prises were simply taking new 
loans in order to pay off old 
debts, it said. 

The State Statistical Bureau 
was encouraged by the upturn in 
demand, however, citing a 10.1 
per cent increase in investments 
in fixed assets by state-owned 
enterprises in 1990. 

It pointed to investment in 200 
key construction projects. 

Total wages of Chinese work- 
ers rose by a real 115 per cent in 
1990 over the year before, fire 
biggest increase since 1987, the 
official New Girina News Agency 
pid. 


unema 


yen has not been as marked as its 
slide against the mark, but deal- 
ers expect the Bank of Japan to 
intervene if fire record low of 
120.45 yen, bit in January 1988, 
comes within market reach. 

Tbe Dollar dosed Friday at 
127.80, down from 128.40 yen at 
Thursday’s dose due £0 specula- 
tive seflhtg overseas and a stron- 
ger yen versus the mark. 

“I think the Bank of Japan will 
come in just before 125 yen,” said 
Yoneo Sakai, joint general mana- 
ger of treasury operations at the 
Fuji Bank. 

And while the Fed continues to 
pursue a policy of lower interest 
rates to stimulate the economy, 
some dealers are growing in- 
creasingly optimistic about tbe 
dollar’s recovery. 

‘Tm a firm believer that con- 
sidering fiie economic numbers 
we have seen most of the weak- 
ness,” said John Hickey, senior 
vice president at Kanrallk Bank- 
mg Group. 

“(Fed Chairman Alan) 
Greenspan has already taken a 
dramatic move, and 1 think he’ll 
wait and watch for a while." 


Australia 
sees time 
appropriate 
to campaign 
for tourism 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
tourism officials want to rash out 
a campaign showing how far Au- 
stralia is from the Gulf war to Lure 
tourists frightened by threats of 
attacks. 

But the Australian Tourist 
Commission said Friday it wan ted 
to avoid being labelled opportu- 
nistic. 

“We have seen fire kneejerk. 
reaction and all the cancellations 
that brought. Now we are hoping 
to pick np business we may not 
otherwise have got,” an official- 
said. 

Australia withheld a television 
campaign in Britain and deferred 
one in' the United Stapes, because 
“tfwas'nbt ctisf effective to^ranfi — 
glossy campaign and it yas^inr...- 
appropriate from a finan ci al and 
moral point of view,” a commis- 
sion spokesman said. 

But senior tonrism officials Fri- 
day urged tbe commission to put 
out the new campaign as they 
believed Australia would gain 
from being away from the world’s 
trouble spots, the commission 
said. 

Officials say overseas cancella- 
tions of Australian holidays are 
running at around five per cent 
but that most people are defer- 
ring in order to see how the war 
turns out. 

A spokeswoman for the national 
airline Qantas said new bookings 
oat of Europe had fallen 50 per 
cent since the war started on Jan. 
17. 

Projected travel out of Japan 
has dropped 40 per cent since the 
start of hostilities. Officials said 
many Japanese were worried ab- 
out what host countries would 
think of them taking holidays at 
such a sensitive time. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Despite 
rosy forecasts from President 
George Bush and his economic 
advisers, some U.S. lawmakers 
this week expressed deep concern 
that fire economy might not re- 
bound at midyear as the White 
House has predicted. 

The president's proposed 
budget released Monday predicts 
tiie current recession will be short 
and shallow. Bush said Wednes- 
day that the economy was facing 
only a “temporary setback.” 

Buz in budget committee hear- 
ings on Capitol HBL, Bush's advisers 
found considerable unease 
among lawmakers — whose fre- 
quent contact with constituents 
puts them closer to “where the 
rubber hits the road,” as Senator 
Em Sasser put it. 

“I hope and pray this is a short, 
mild rece s sion. But somehow I feel 
in my bones that that may not be 
the case... we could be coming up 
to the precipice and looking 
over,” Sasser, a Tennessee 
Democrat, said Tuesday after 
White House budget Director 
Richard Darman spoke before 
the Senate budget panel. 

Lawmakers applauded the 
budget itself, saying the seven- 
pound document was the first 
honest attempt by a U.S. admi- 
nistration to estimate the deficit 
— a record $318 billion in fiscal 
1991 — that they had seen in 
years. 

Bat several were worried about 
whether the U.S. economy could 
weather a prolonged Gulf war 
and sceptical about administration 
{dans to pay for most of the 
conflict by passing the hat among 
file allies. 

Others pointed to the rise in 
the unemployment rate last 
month to 6.2 per cent, file dollar’s 
foil to new record lows against tbe 
Deutschemark fins week, and in- 
dications that lower interest rates 
are not s timulating the economy. 

They said consumer, business 
and banker confidence was foiling 
along with the value of real estate 
assets which EC ; ~ cr • 

lateral against the country's huge 
indebtedness. 

“I am fearful, when real estate 


values begin to fall no one knows 
where the real value is,” Senator 
Pete Domenici, a New Mexico 
Republican, told Darman. 

“It does bother me that that is 
out there and that our financial 
institutions... are reluctant to 
lend money. The response to 
reduced interest rates by the 
Federal Reserve is not showing 
itself to be very effective yet,” 
Domenici said. 

“In my district, I am told credit 
cannot be had at any price,” 
Representative Christopher 
Shays, a Connecticut Republican, 

■ said during a House of Repre- 
sentatives budget committee 
bearing Thursday. 

“There is fear... bankers are 
fearful,” ^Representative Mike 
Parker of Mississippi said.- 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady said the administration ex- 
pected some of file present eco- 
nomic uncertainty to fade as the 
public got accustomed to the Gulf 
war. 

“When you have a situation 
such as war, nobody knows what 
that means. War is a terrifying 
and unknown thing,” Brady told 
the House committee. 

“Now that it is dear that the 
war is where it is, people have an 
undestanding of it... I think you 
are going to see that confidence 
turn around and that will affect 
bankers, borrowers and consum- 
ers,” Brady said. 

Bush's chief economist Michael 
Boskin also said tbe war was 
unlikely to have a major econo- 
mic impact as long as oil prices 
stay low and Iraq does not dam- 
age Gulf oil facilities. 

Much of the attention at the 
budget hearings focused on 
whether U.S. banks, which have 
been suffering record failures, 
were heading down file same 
slippery slope travelled by now- 
bankrupt savings and loans in- 
stitutions in the 1980s. 

W illiam Seirfmaw , chairman of 

file Federal Deposit Insurance 
rr-p’ ?**-». if ' f ?;• F j : 
panel that Uib. banks were m a 
for better capital position and 
were better supervised than the 


Interflug closes 
after sell-off fails 


BERLIN, (R) -rr. The East Ger- 
man airline Interflug, once the 
flag carrier 4 >f;^he now deffinct 
communist government, was 
dosed down Friday after the fai- 
lure of plans to sell it intact. 

“It’s not possible to privatise 
Interflug as an independent, in- 
ternationally operating airline," 
said Wolf Scboede, spokesman 
for the Trenhandanstalt privatisa- 
tion agency which owns 8,000 
state-owned companies. “Flight 
service is being shut down." 

The demise of Interflug 
GMBH, which now faces liquida- 
tion, seems set to band tbe West 
German carrier Deutsche Lufth- 
ansa A.G. a monopoly over air 
routes in fixe recently United 
Nation. 

Lufthansa declined to com- 
ment on the closure but said 
Treuhand had asked it to help 
liquidate Interflug with its 2,900 
workers and 25 mostly obsolete 
aircraft. 

Last year Lufthansa was stop- 
ped from buying a 26 per cent 
stake in Interflug by the Federal 
Cartel Office. Bnt attempts to seD 
the airline intact to other bidders 
foiled, with front-runner British 
Airways polling out last month. 

West European companies 
complain they are blocked from 
buying into state-owned com- 
panies in eastern Germany be- 
cause West German firms want 
to protea their markets. 

But the Bonn economics minis- 
try said in a statement the Interf- 
lug decision did not mean Ger- 
many was running a closed shop. 

Interflug had already begun 
running up huge losses after eco- 


nomic and monetary union with 
the west in July cut subsidies and 
converted its costs into hard 
marks from soft east marks. 

Treuhand said these losses 
soared last month when fire out- 
break of tbe Gulf war discour- 
aged air travel. 

“Daily losses increased drama- 
tically at Inteiflug," it said, giving 
no figures. Before the Gulf war, 
industry sources had estimated 
losses at one million marks 
($685,000) a week. 

The Bonn transport ministry 
wanted to sell the airline to 
Lufthansa but was thwarted by the 
cartel office which argued fins 
would give the West German 
carrier a monopoly. 

According to industry sources, 
Lufthansa Chairman Heinz 
Rchnau had told the cartel office 
the airline would simply take over 
Interflug after it went bankrupt. 

“We’D simply let Interflug fly 
into the wall,” Ruhnau was 
quoted as saying by one source. 

Company officials said that In- 
terflng wifl continue scheduled 
flights until details of a shutdown 
ordeT by Germany’s privatisation 
agency have been worked out 
later this month. 

In a statement carried by the 
East German news agency ADN 
late Friday, an Interflug spokes- 
man said concrete plans for wrap- 
ping up flight service would be 
finalised on Feb. 20. 

“Flights will be continued for 
the moment. Reservations and 
ticket purchases remain posa- 
ble,” said dm spokesman for the 
company. 
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thrifts had been. 

But he said banks would recov- 
er only when the economy did. 
And be warned that banking sys- 
tem changes most be approached 
carefully so as not to further 
jeopardise lending ability and 
turn recession into depression. 

According to private econom- 
ists, tbe United States may not 
succeed quickly in battling tire 
recession. 

Hamstrung by a mountain of 
debts piled up in fire 1980s, 
Washington has found that tbe 
usual weapons to fight a down- 
turn — lower interest rates and 
higher government spending — 
may not work as well fins time. 

“It's going to be harder to 
dimb out of the recession be- 
cause of the overleveraged condi- 
tion of the economy,” said David 
Jones of Aubrey G. Lanston and 
Company. 

Economists have said the gov- 
ernment cannot spend much 
more to fight the recession be- 
cause its budget deficit is already 
so big. The Federal Reserve, the 
nation's central bank, can cut 
interest rates further to try to 
boost growth, but it cannot force 
debt-burdened consumers and 
companies to borrow or cautious 
banks to lend. 

“There's too much debt... and 
not enough income to pay for it,” 
said Philip Braverman, chief eco- 
nomist at DKB Securities. 

Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan warned last 
week a prolonged Gulf war would 
increase the risk of a deep reces- 
sion. 

“The risk is there, and I think 
the risk obviously would in- 
crease,” he tokl the House Bank- 
ing Committee. 

Hopes for a short, shallow re- 
cession were “shot down like a 
Scud” by news of a big jump in 
unemployment last month, said 
Ward McCarthy, managing 
director of Stone and McCarthy 
Research Associate. 
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was o-z per cent, ru jargneu revel 
in Vh. yean, jolted the Federal 
Reserve into cutting its key dis- 


count rate for the second tune in 
six weeks. 

Economists saw the surprise 
Federal Reserve action as a tacit 
acknowledgement that it has so 
far fought a losing battle against 
the recession.’ 

The Federal Reserve has been 
trying to pump up tbe economy 
since about the middle of last 
year, but its efforts have been 
stymied by the reluctance of 
banks to lend more. 

Forced by falling property 
prices to write down past loans, 
banks have shied away from ex- 
tending new credits. Banks’ re- 
luctance to lend means lower 
interest rates are not having as 
much of an effect boosting the 
economy as they had in the past. 

Economists expea the Federal 
Reserve to cut interest rates 
further as it tries to coax banks to 
lend more by lowering their cost 
of funds. 

The Bush administration is 
trying to fight the credit crunch 
through changes in banking reg- 
ulations it hopes will boost banks’ 
profits and econronage them to 
lend more. 

One measure under considera- 
tion would allow banks to value 
real estate loans based on their 
long-term worth, rather than on 
their worth now, at a time of 
depressed property prices. 

“No ons of these regulatory 
changes is in and of itself going to 
turn around the economy,” De- 
puty Treasury Secretary John 
Robson admitted. 

But when they are combined, 
fire changes will help encourage 
banks to start lending again, 
although they, will not be in place 
for a few months, he said. 

Given fire constraints at home, 
economists said the best ehanw. 
for a recovery may .he in an 
increase in U.S. exports. 

But hopes for export-led 
growth received a knock last 
week when Germany raised in- 
terest rates. The higher rates will 
damp en growth in Europe and 
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1 recession is going to last 
longer than many had hoped 
for,” Lanston’s Jones said. 


South Africa says 
foreign finance vital 
for peaceful reform 


CAPETOWN (R)*— South Afri- 
ca said Friday unemployment 
would make the country ungov- 
ernable by the mid-1990s unless 
international banks resumed 
lending and economic growth re- 
turned. 

But Finance Minister Barend 
du Plessis and central bank gov- 
ernor Chris Stals said they would 
continue tight monetary polity in 
preference to job-creating refla- 
tionary measures for the black 
majority, suffering around 50 per 
cent unempioymnet. 

Du Plessis told a briefing for 
re porters: “Unless we can now 
very rapidly increase growth of 
this economy tty tbe mid-19906 it 
will be virtually impossible, if not 
totally impossible, for any gov- 
ernment to govern this country 
on account of the number of 
unemployed.” 

Stab told the briefing the out- 
look for Africa’s most industrial- 
ised economy remained “flimsy” 
despite an improvement in inter- 
national fimnwwl relations due to 
apartheid reforms. 

Stab said he was determined to 
persist with a polity of financial 
discipline. “Foreign investors are 
taking a more positive view of the 
South African situation ... but it 
will take some time to restore 
(domestic) business confidence." 

International banks cut off new 
credit to the country in 1985 amid 
economic upheaval and a black 
and -apartheid uprising, and 
South Africa was forced to set 
limits on debt repayments. 

The country has had to sacri- 
fice economic growth, keeping 
out much-needed imports, to 
generate current account sur- 
pluses from which to service alSO 
billion foreign debt. 

Tbe economy recorded real 
growth of only about one per cent 
annually in tbe 1980s and actnally 
shrank one per cent in 1990. 

Stab, governor of the Reserve 
Bank, foresaw some decline in 
steep interest rates during 1991 
but said the battle' against 14 per 
cent inflation would continue to 
guide economic policy. 

The Reserve Bank set its dis- 
count rate at 18 per cent in 1989 

when commercial banks set prime 


rates^at 21 per cent 

Stab said the bank had kept 
contacts on world capital and 
money markets in “an extremely 
difficult time. These friends are 
now coming back to ns as active 
leaders and investors." 

He said short term trade fi- 
nance was more freely available 
in Europe. 

But unless South Africa 
boosted its foreign reserves and 
regained full international financ- 
ing “there is no way that we can 
begin to reflate fins economy for 
political, social or whatever 
reasons, unless we really want to 
make tins country very, very 
vulnerable to hyper-inflation,” 
Du Plessis. 

Tbe economy would resume 
growth late in 1991 provided state 
fiscal dbcpline continued and 
“we see the earliest possible res- 
toration of our Internationa] 
financial relations,” Du Plessis 
said. 

Forty per cent of tbe 1991792 
budget to be announced on 
March 20 would be social spend- 
ing bnt fins was still inadequate to 
improve conditions for the 28 
million black majority. 

The United States and tbe 12- 
nation European Community say 
they will lift or review sanctions 
when race cabsificatioa is re- 
pealed tins year. Japan has also 
praised President F. W. De 
Klerk’s reforms. 

One U.S. -based sanctions 
monitoring group says sanctions 
have cost Pretoria $27 billion over 
20 yean. 

Anti-apartheid groups acknow- 
ledge sanctions have hit blacks 
hardest, eliminating tens of 
thousands of jobs through disin- 
vestment and restricted access to 
Western markets. 

Stab said De Klerk’s reforms 
had improved prospects of re- 
gaining access to International 
Monetary Fond (IMF) lending. 
“Bankers will feel much more 
comfortable if they know we have 
a backstop facility like tbe IMF," 
he said. 

He suggested prospects for a 
resumption of ties with the World 
Bank had improved: “That is fire 
kind of capital we need.” 


Available for sale brand new generating sets 
single phase 4 K.V.A. capacity and powered by 
LISTER/PETTER Diesel Engine. 

For further Information please call Tel: 
815394 or 783251 Amman. 
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Jerusalem Jewel Hotel welcomes visitors and groups for a 
comfortable stay in Jordan. The hotel is situated in Abdali 
area and consists of 18 double-occupancy rooms, each 
with a telephone and a bathroom. 

Restaurant, lounge and parking are available. Very 
reasonable prices for groups. 

For Information call; 6123725, 622057 and 649482. 
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Lithu an ia , defying Gorbachev, 
stages poll on independence 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (R) — 
Tens of thousands of Lithuanians 
went to polling stations Saturday 
to record their views on inde- 
pendence in a ballot declared 
illegal by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Described by the rebel Baltic 
republic's nationalist-dominated 
parliament and government as 

“an opinion poll,” the informal 
referendum is almost certain to 
produce a massive display of sup- 
port for the idea of an indepen- 
dent Lithuania. 

Gorbachev, determined to 

hold the Soviet Union together in 
the face of mounting political and 
economic crisis, insists that 
Lithuania and its neighbours Lat- 
via and Estonia could only break 
away after a long process. 

Pro-govcrn c mnt newspapers in 
V3nnis, scene of a bloody assault 
by the Soviet army last month on 
the republic's television centre in 
which 13 people died, called the 
ballot a turning point in Lithua- 
nian history. 

“A step towards our great 

13 killed 
in Punjab 
fighting 

AMRITSAR (Agencies) — At 
least thirteen people were killed 
in fighting between Sikh militants 
and police Thursday and Friday, 
police and news agencies said. 
The dead included a journalist 
working for a newspaper critical 
of the 'separatists. 

Also Friday,/ a militant took 
cyanide to avoid capture by 
security forces. 

Sensor Superintendent of 
Police Sanjiv Gupta said two Sikh 
military ririinj? a 
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journalist, three times in the head 
Friday as he stood outside his 
home. 

Gupta said Verma was outside 
his home in Bazar Lohara. a 
crowded commercial area in 
downtown Amritsar, when the 
militants fatally wounded him. 

Amritsar is a sacred city to the 
Sikh community, and is the cen- 
tre of a violent secessionist §ikh 
campaign. 

Verma worked as a correspon- 
dent for Hind Samachar. a group 
of three newspapers published in 
the city of Jullunder. 75 
kilometres southeast of Amritsar. 

Kumar Chopra, chief editor of 
Hind Samachar said Verma was 
the 60th person in his organisa- 
tion killed by Sikh militants. 

Chopra said those killed in- 
cluded Lala Jagat Narain — his 
father and the founder of the 
newspaper group. Narain was kil- 
led by militants in 1981 after he 
wrote articles criticising the seces- 
sionist movement. 

Also Friday, a civilian was kil- 
led in crossfire between security 
forces and Sikh militants near 
Chak Sikander village m Majitha 
district. 25 kilometres north of 
Amritsar. Press Trust of India 
reported. 

It said Barakat Masiha was 
shot to death when police traded 
fire with three Sikh militants after 
the militants were ordered to stop 
for a security check. 

The Lmited News of India, an 
indepenent news agency, said 
militants shot and killed two 
other people in Amritsar Friday. 
It did not elaborate. 

In Jullunder. a kidnapped civi- 
lian's bullet-riddled body was dis- 
covered Friday. United News 
said. It said Joginder Singh was 
kidnapped Thursday from his 
home in Bhagwanpura village, 
near Kapurthala district, about 60 
kilometres southwest of Amrit- 
sar. 

News agencies reported that 
four other people were killed in 
clashes Thursday night and Fri- 
day. but no details were avail- 
able. 


aim,” a headline declared, refer- 
ring to the policy of the adminis- 
tration of President Vytautas 
Landsbergjs to restore Lithuania 
to its pre-World War n status of 
an independent republic. 

Like Latvia and Estonia, 
Lithuania was in c orporated into 
die Soviet Union in 1940. Mos- 
cow and local Communists say 
this was the will of the people at 
the time, but the present leaders 
of the three republics say they 
■were forcibly annexed. 

The poll, likely to be boycotted 
by a large section of Lithuania's 
Russian minority which fears dis- 
crimination under a strong 
nationalist government, is being 
held under the watchful eye of 
the Soviet mOitazy. 

For the past few days, Lithua- 
nian government officials say, 
Soviet military helicopt er s have 
been dropping leaflets producedl 
by an anti-independence coali- 
tion, led by pro-Moscow Com- 
munists, calling on people not to 
vote. 

The army command for the 


Baltics baa announced what it 
calls staff manouevres to begin at 
midnight Saturday, sparking 
charges from Landsbergis that 
tire military is seeking to create 
“an at mo sphere of intimidation.” 

An army spokesman said the 
exercises would be held outride 
cities and would involve only “the 
minimum necessary number of 
troops and eq u i p men t ," the inde- 
pendent Baltfax News Agency 
reported Friday. 

In die poll, voters axe asked to 
answer “yes” or “no” to the 
question: “Do you agree that the 
Lithuanian state shook! be an 
independent, democratic repub- 
lic?" 

Soviet officials say the pofl wfll 
create new tension bewteea the 
Lithuanian majority and the Rus- 
sian and Polish minorities. Under 
parliamentary rules regulating 
tire poll, 2.75 matton people are 
entitled to take part. 

Gorbachev has ordered a re- 
ferendum throughout the Soviet 
Union on March 17 on whether 
the nation should be mamrattwH 


"as a renewed federation of equal 
sovereign republics,” the Baltic 
republics as well as Georgia and 
Armenia have said they win not 
participate. 

After elections last year, 
Armenia has a iKm-Commumst 
administration. Georgia is led by 
fervent nationalists who are ac- 
cused, even by many Soviet liber- 
als, of waging a fierce campaign 
against minorities. 

The United States Friday criti- 
cised Gorbachev for declarin g a 
Lithuanian ballot on independ- 
ence illegal and said it would not 
help towards a peaceful solution 
of the Baltic problem. 

“We do not believe that Presi- 
dent Gorbachev’s decree helps to 
solve the situation in the Baltics,” 
said U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwfl- 
er. 

“H*s saying that the referen- 
dum should not happen or cannot 
happen doesn’t go towards re- 
solving this situation peacefully,” 
she said. 


Human rights 6 deteriorating day 
by day’ in Soviet Union — activists 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Human 
rights activists accuse President 
Mikhail Gorbachev of abandon- 
ing reform and trying to retain 
power “at any price, even by 
means of restoring a totalitarian 
system.” 

Reformers warn of “creeping 
counterrevolution" that could 
destroy such gains of Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika as a free 
press and freedom of assembly. 

Helsinki Watch, a monitoring 
group, said the Jan. 13 military 
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Kremlin has denied ordering, was 
part of a six-year “pattern of 
violence" in which nearly 200 


have died at the hands of Soviet 
troops in Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan. Tadzhikistan and* 
Uzbekistan . 

“To my mind, they will put 
fewer people in prison, but it has 
been seen already that they are 
killing more people,” dissident 
Sergei Grigoryants said in an 
interview. 

Gorbachev is under pre s su r e 
from Communist Party conserva- 
tives to be tougher on autonomy- 
minded republics and to preserve 
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economic collapse, ethnic strife 
and political turmoil. 

Rights activists point to tire 


Man confesses to murder 
of Brazilian union leader 


Rio DE JANEIRO (R) — A 
hired gunman confessed to assas-. 
sinating a union leader who de- 
fended rural workers against rich 
landowners in the remote Brazi- 
lian Amazon, police said Friday. 

Jose Serafim Sales told police 
he shot Expedite Ribeiro de 
Souza last Saturday near De 
Souza's home, a police spokes- 
man told Reuters by telephone 
from Belem, in northeastern Bra- 
zil. 

Police said they arrested Sales 
and were bringing him to Belem 
Friday. 

The murder drew comparisons 
with the 1988 killing of rubber 
tappers union leader Chico 
Mendes in the Amazon state of 
Acre. 


Police believe large landowners 
in the area hired Sales to kill De 
Souza, who was president of the 
Union of Rural Workers in the 
jungle town of Rio Maria. 

According to the JomaJ Do 
Brasil newspaper, a Rio Maria 
club owner told police that Sales 
left a .38-calibre pistol with him 
and told him he had received 
SI .200 "for a service." 

The newspaper said Sales was 
captured after he fled into the 
■jungle outside Rio Maria, where 
last year a gunman was lvnched 
after killing a farmer. 

The shooting of De Souza is 
the latest example of the violence 
encountered by leaders of rural 
workers in Brazil. 


Chile commission blames 
state for rights abuses 


SANTIAGO (R) — A Chilean 
government commission has, for 
the first time, held tire state re- 
sponsible for the disappe ar ance 
of hundreds of people and for 
thousands of human rights viola- 
tions, government officials said 
Friday. 

By establishing state rcponsi- 
bility for the 1970s rights viola- 
tions, the commission’s report 
would allow the authorities to 
give benefits to relatives of the 
mi ssin g people and eomapensate 
tire vict ims of abuses. 

The results of the trine-month 
investigation by tire Commission 
on Troth and National Recon- 
ciliation will be made public in 
March by President Patricio Ayl- 


ln view of the call by 

His Hashemite Majesty 
King Hussein Ibn Talal 

The J.B.A. announces that in consideration of 
the difficult circumstances that our beloved 
Jordan is currently undergoing, especially in 
view of the American administration's intention 
to review aid to Jordan; the J.B.A promises His 
Majesty to work towards finding alternative 
resources in cooperation with all the popular 
and economic forces in Jordan. 

God bless His Majesty and our beloved country. 
Jordan Businessmen’s Association 


win, along with possible repara- 
tions. 

The officials, who asked not to 
be ' identified, said tire report 
establishes responsibility for a 
systematic violation of rights, in- 
chiding the nmuler or disappear- 
ance of 1,800 leftist opponents of 
tire Pinochet regime. It does not, 
however, assign blame or make 
accusations, they said. 

The Report has already come 
under fire from human rights 
activists who say it only goes 
half-way and covers op the names 
of the miliar y officers involved in 
the abases. 

General Angusto Pinochet en- 
ded his 16-year reg im e and hand- 
ed over the gover nme nt to Ayl- 
win last March but is still army 
commander-in-chief. 

As Ajdwin received the 2,000- 
page document in the p r esidentia l 
palace, riot police used tear gas 
and water cannon to disperse a 
demontsration outside by more 
than 500 mothers, wives and sis- 
ters of mreang Chileans. 

The women carried portraits of 
their missing relatives and ban- 
ners saying, “Where are they?” 

Witnesses said four women 
were injured in th dashes and at 
least two were arrested as tire 
protesters tried to put out a flame 
on an independence monument 
opposite g overn m ent house. 

“The moral conscience of tire 
nation demands dm* the truth be 
known, however painful it may 
be, so that justice can be done 
where possible.” Aytwin said a 
nationally televised address as he 
received the report. 

But a top Aytwin aide, who 
asked that ms name be withheld, 
said Friday that the civilian gov- 
ernment would not prosecute 
rights abusers or revoke an 
amnesty covering rights viob- 
iirions prior to 1978. 


resignation Dec. 20 of Foreign 
Minister Eduard Sheva rdnadze 
and the depatures of other 
reform -minded confidants as the 
first signal of a reactionary turn 
by Gorbachev. Shevardnadze 
warned in his resignation speech 
of a slide toward dictatorship. 

“The situation is very bad and 
h deteriorates day by day, be- 
cause now it’s tire final struggle 
for property and power in the 
Soviet Union,” said Lev 
Timofeyev, a campaigner for hn-‘ 
man rights. 

1.1 .^1- — 105 chief 

Vladimir Kryuchkov Friday dis- 
closed a shake-up in the top ranks 
of the security police 

Gorbachev 

decrees 

new 

broadcasting 

company 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Friday 
named Leonid Kravchenko, ac- 
cused by leberals of reviving cen- 
sorship in his current post as chief 
of state radio and television, as 
head of a powerful new broad- 
casting comp a ny. 

A presidential decree announc- 
ing formation of- the company 
said it would take over all func- 
tions and funding of the present 
Gosteteradio, which was effec- 
tively a Ministry of Radio and 
Television and nominally sub- 
ordinate to parliament. 

The new company was created 
against a bac kgr o un d of growing 
controversy over state ocratrol of 
broadcasting and Kravchenko's 
role since be was appointed head 
of Gosteteradio last November. 

At the same time, tire Com- 
munist Party is trying to recover 
the authority it has lost over the 
past two yean and there have 
been signs that Gorbachev is 
ready to row back on some liberal- 
reforms. 

Many television journalists as 
well as liberal and radical political 
figures say Kravchenko, a mem- 
ber of the party Central Commit- 
tee and fonner head of the Soviet 
News Agency (TASS), has 
brought tack strict political su- 
pervision. 

They say be and his close aides, 
all party members, e nsu red that 
television viewers saw only the 
official view of army and police 
actions in the Baltic republics of 
Lithuania and Latvia last month 
which left 21 dead. 


Shooting 

reported in 
S. African 
homeland 


BISHO. South Africa (R) — 
Soldiers fought a long gunbattle 
in the military headquarters of 
the coup-prone, nominally inde- 
pendent South African homeland 
of Ciskei Saturday and uncon- 
firmed reports said people had 
been killed. 

A radio reporter in Ciskei. 
asking not to be named, said by 
telephone the shooting ' could 
have been pan of an attempt to 
topple military ruler Oupa 
Gqozo. 

"We have heard, but this is not 
officials confirmed, that quite a 
lot of people have been killed.” 
he said. 

"Brigadier Gqozo is out of the 
country, in Johannesburg or Pre- 
toria, but it seems he is till in 
charge. We are still broadcasting 
normally. No one has tried to 
take us over." 

The reporter said there was 
prolonged shooting inside the 
military headquarters, a barracks 
on the outskirts of the small town 
of Bisho. from about 7 a.m. (0500 
GMT). 

A corporal who declined to 
give his name said by telephone 
from the headquarters: “There 
are many dead." The call was 
terminated before he could say 
any more. 

A government official, speak- 
ing from her home, said she 
heard several bursts of gunshots 
from inside the barracks. 

It seems the shooting is among- 
the forces themselves. Maybe 
someone is trying to take over." 
she said. 

A Reuter reporter said Bisho's 
normally bustling streets were 
almost deserted Saturday. Ner- 
vous soldiers stood guard near 
th.: radio station and Gqozo’s 
residence. 

Heavily armed soldiers ordered 
three reporters to leave the town. 
"We will shoot you if we see you 
here again." one soldier said. 

Ciskei. on the southern Indian 
Ocean coast, is one of four tribal 
homelands given independence 
under South Africa's apartheid 
policy but not recognised interna- 
tionally. 

Gqozo and three other army 
officers took power in a coup 
almost a year ago. One of 
Gqozo's three colleagues was kil- 
led in an alleged counter-coup 
late last month and Gqozo has 
fired another. 

He said last week he wanted 
the region’s senior judge rather 
than the remaining military coun- 
cil member, commandant S.S. 
Pita, to take over if anything 
happened to him. 

Gqozo claimed last month he 
had prevented an attempted coup 
by Charles Sebe, brother and 
one-time security chief of former 
President Lennox Sebe. 

Charlies Seb was shot and kil- 
led by Gqozo's troops on Jan. 28. 
and Gqozo has since accused the 
African National Congress. 
South Afarica's main black 
opposition group, of plotting to 
topple him military regime. 


Slovenia’s move ‘hastens’ 

Yugoslavian disintegration 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Yugoslavia’s deep ethnic and 
political di v iaioiis widened furth- 
er when two of its six republics 
boycotted talks aimed at saving 
the crumbling Balkan federation. 

The republics of Croatia and 
Slovenia refused Friday to appear 
for a third round of talks on the 
nation’s future, and Slovenia 
announced legal steps to secede 
from Yugoslavia. 

A terse statement issued after 
Friday’s failed talks said no 

agreement could be reached but a 

fourth round was scheduled for 
Fch. 13. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman refused Friday to fly to 

Belgrade, the capital of the na- 
tion and the Republic of Serbia. 
He was boycottin g the meeting to 
protest an anti-Croatian rally - 
held outside the building where 
the talks were to take place. 

Slovenia’s representative Milan 
Kucan walked out of the talks, 
citing "impossible conditions*’ 
created by the rally of some 5,000 
people, mostly women. 

“Down with the fascist Croa- 
tian leadership,” people in the 
crowd shouted. “Long live the 
Yugoslav army." 

The Yugoslav News Agency 
Tan jug, quoted the bead of the 
federal presidency as saying he 
had a constitutional duty to take 
“all measures at its disposal to 
prevent the onset of chaos." 

"We have a complete collapse 
of the country and the impossibil- 
ity of reaching political agree- 
ment” Borisav Jovic was quoted 
as saying. 

“We have to take those mea- 


sures which arc in our jurisdic- 
tion,” he said. “Knot, we should 
be replaced became we capnot be_ 
responsible for the si tu a tio n." 

ft was not dear oactijr what 
Jovic, an ethnic Sab, had in 
mind- But the federal presidency 
is tire nominal commander of tire 
amud forces. .. 

The first meeting of regional 
leaders was Jicid on Jan. 10.- 
Groatia and Slovenia left the 
second round on Jan. 31 to pro- 
test military int er vent io n in poli- 
tics. 

Iii Ljubljana, Slovenian Pri- 
mkr Lojze Petcrie announced 
that an. Feb. 20 .tire- republic’s 
parfiament will pan a law annull- 
ing all federal legislation. The 
move will formally proclaim the 
republic's secession. 

Fetede also said Kkmnria will 
now concentrate on seceding 
peacefully rather than seeking 
ways to stop the disintegration of 
the country. Slovenia and Croatia 
both advocate Yugoslavia’s trans- 
formation into a loose confedera- 
tion. 

Co mmunist- ruled Serbia h nw 
strongly opposed any plans to . 
c ha nge the e nr rent federal sys- 
tem, and is backed by the pro- 
Communist, mostly Serb -army 
officer corps. 

Tan jug quoted Peterle as 
saying Slovenia's desire to secede 
is motivated mainly by econo- 
mics. 

The «n»n nor ther n republic 
bordering Austria and Italy is 
Yugoslavia’s richest, and objects 
to tire socialist central planning 
advocated by Serbia. 



Disease, famine and war 
threaten 20 million Africans 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Disease and famine exacerbated 
by civil war threaten 20 nuffion 
Africans, and millions could die 
in 1991 unless the world launches 
a billion-dollar rel ief c ampaign, 
the director of UNICEF has sstid- 

Etbiopia, Sudan, Angola, 
Mozambique, Liberia and Mala-' 
wi are the nations most imperil- 
led, said James Grant, the direc- 
tor of the U.N. Chfldera’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 

“It is dear that in major areas 
of Afriq^we are reaching a 
degree of criss, looking ahead in 
the weeks and months, that will 
rival that of late 1984 and 1985," 
Grant sakL - 

The Ethiopian famine of 1984- 
85 shocked the world when pic- 
tures of fly-tormented, emaciated 
children with bloated bellies were 
widely circulated. 

The public responded with an 
outpouring of money and food 
aid that averted a worsening 
catastrophe. 

However, many private relief 
agencies say that the continuing 
dvfl wan, famine, drought and 
privation in Africa has induced 
“donor fatigue” in a public reluc- 
tant to respond to annual 
appeals for the same countries. 

Grant noted that the attention 
of tire world also has been di- 
verted by the Gulf war, the Soviet 
Union’s civil strife, hardship in 
Eastern Europe and other inter- 


national problems. 

“There are more than 20 mil- 
lion people in Africa moving into 
an urgent situation where mil- 
lions of them could dre in 1991,” 
he said. 

“It is a major crisis that r equ ir e s 
a major response from tire inter- 
national community:. For . the 
UR to not be concerned 'with 
this kind of crisis would be 
obscene,” he said. . 1 

As early as October, Richard 
Reid, UNICEF’s regional direc- 
tor for the Middle East and North 
Africa told the Associated Press, 
‘T think we haverfw makings of a 
mjor h nnuMT ft arinn disaster, a 
bombshell disaster, that hasn’t 
caught the attention of the 
world." 

Reid said that die drought in 
southern Sudan is worse than tire 
one that killed more than 250,000 
in 1988. 

"Itis probable that unless there 
is focused and solid and rapid 
intervention, we could lose at 
least 250,000, and it could go up 
to tire estimated 1 minion that 
died i n 198 4," he said. 

UNICEF is appealing for $110 
minion in non-food sod for tire 
hardest-hit countries. 

The U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme announced that drought 
in tire Horn of Africa is so severe, 
complicated by civil war in Soma- 
lia, Ethiopia, and neighbouring 
Sudan, that crops conditions are 
as bad as in 1984-85. 


Colombian rebels accept peace talks 


BOGOTA (R) — Left-wing Col- 
ombian guerrillas, waging a fierce 
offensive, offered a glimpse of 
peace Friday by conditionally 
accepting a government offer of 
direct talks. 

“We accept direct dialogue be- 
tween tire gover nm ent and (tire 
guerrillas),’’ rebel leader Manuel 
Perez said in a taped st a t em e n t 
sent to a Bogota Radio station. 

However. Perez, leader of tire 
National Liberation Army 
(ELN), said the peace talks 
should begin in Colombia with 
full security guarantees for the 
guerrilla leaders, creating a possi- 
ble obstacle. 

The government has off er e d 
direct peace talks until tire guer- 


rillas but proposed they take 
place in Spain, Mexico or Vene- 
zuela rather than in Colombia. 

President Cesar Gaviria has 
said his policy is to allow the 
armed forces to operate in all of 
Colombia and does not want to 
allow the guerrillas a haven in 
Colombia where they can stay 
during peace talks, safe from 
army attacks. 

Perez, who said he was also 
speaking for tire rebel Colombian 
Revolutionary Armed Forces, 
said the talks could , if necessary, 
move to another country at a 
later stage. 

The two groups launched 
scores of attacks tins week to 
protest their exclusion from a 


National Assembly which began 
meeting Tuesday to reform Col- 
ombia's con s t i t uti on. 

The guerrillas ambushed army 
patrols, blew up oil and electricity 
fsdfitxes and burned dozens of 
vehicles. More than 60 people 
were killed in fighting this week. 

An urban guerrilla cell fire- 
bombed six buses in the capital 
Bogota Friday morning, police 
said. 

Interior Minister Humberto De 
La Cafle offered Friday to take 
part personally in peace talks. 

Despite the rebel attacks in and 
near tire capital, De La Calle said 
the rebels were not dose to seiz- 
ing power and would lose if they 
launched an urban offensive. 


Angola talks fail, Luanda pledges continued reforms 


LISBON (R) — The Angolan 
government pledged Saturday to 
goahesd with political reforms 
despite the failure of the latest 
round of peace talks with UNTTA 
rebels. 

“The g ove rnm ents a not alter- 
ing its programme,” Lopo Do 
Nasdmento, dose aide to Presi- 
dent Jose Eduard Dos Santos, 
told reporters at Lisbon airport. 

“That is: to approve tire laws 
on a multi-party system in March 
and pm them into effect at the 
beginning of April.” 

He was speaking before return- 
ing to Luanda after a planned 
sixth round of face-to-face nego- 
tiations to end the 15-year civil 
war had failed to take place. 

The fonner colonial power, 
Portugal, mediating with support 
from the United States and tire 


Soviet Union, blamed the Luan- 
da government, 

The m e diators had invited the 
Angolan factions to sign docu- 
ments setting out what had 
already been agreed orally — 
establishing the framework for a 
ceasefire and . introduction of a 
pluralist democracy. 

But a joint statement issued by 
the three mediators late Friday, 
after three days of fruitless man- 
oeuvring, said Luanda had sought 

to introduce “new elements 
which placed conditions on tire 
previously established agenda." 

The mediators wifi meet again 
on March 4 to pursue their search 
for an end to tire war, which has 
devastated a potentially wealthy 
country and killed hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

The g o vernm ent, a one-party 


system of the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola 
(MFLA), refused to sign the 
documents unless a specific date 
for a ceasefire was set. 

The UNTTA (National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola) delegation said it would 
only negotiate this if a date was 
set at the same time for the first 
multi-party elections. 

“The date of the ceasefire is 
mterfinked with the holding of 
elections, which signifies the real 
implantation of a multi-party sys- 
tem in Angola," rebel spokesman 
Norberto de Castro said in a 
television interview. 

“The MFLA (Angolan govern- 
ment) arrived in Lisbon and tried 
to impose a dale for a ceasefire 
without bringing anything in ex- 
change — that is, a date for 


elections.” 

Luanda proposed April 15 as a 

ce as e fi re date. Fernando Piedade 
Santos, number two in the gov- 
ernment delegation, argued on 
television that the time was ri ght 
for a date to be set. 

“We are ready to sign these 
documents as they are, but we 
co n sid e r it necessary tint at the 
same time we -find a way of 
ret a Mhhm g the date for signa- 
ture of a ceasefire,” be raid. 

Both rid es said they were ready 
to return to Portugal for fresh 
negotiations once foe mediators 
invited them. 

UNTTA receives arms' and 
b a ckin g from the United States 
whfle tire MPLA wax armed by 

Moscow and supported by tens of 

thousands of Cuban troops. 


Russia honours 
a saint i 

MOSCOW (AP) — Hi eboM iir 
a Russian saint, desecrated by 
r< miniim «h in -tire 1920s and 
rediscovered hist year, are being 
n mt l tn iheir hallowed lcal in g 
place h a majestic journey syor 
bobcof the church’s revival. The 
first leg of tire journey began 
Thursday, as dozens of priests ip 
crtabore te robes and hundreds of 

RnssianOrthodox believer* baft 
ing candles processed through 

Moscow carrying relics. of 
Seraphim, Soviet media 
ported. The sacred bones, held in 

a shining brass refiquBxy, ca me by 

t ra i n from Leningrad and were 
■ borne by the procession from the 
railway station to the Cathedral 
of the Epiphany several 
kilometres away. They will re- 
main in the cathedral until July* 
when drarefa leaders plan a much 
longer p ro ce ss io n through ' tire 
countryside. The eventual des- 
tination Is a convent at De 
veyego, near Nizhni Novgorod ~ 
fi irnw r ly named Gorky — about 
250 kilometres east of Moscow^ 
St. Seraphim was born in 1759 to 
a pr os p er ous merchant family bat 
renounced his wealth for prayer 
early in life. According to legend, 
be spent 25 years in solitary con- 
templation in a forest hut and 
shared his food with bears. Later, 
Seraphim became renowned as i 
wise mystic monk and faith heal- 
er. He founded the Deveyevo 
Convent near his own monastery 
at Sarov, where he was buried ia 
1933. 


Mexicans to pay 
more lor cigarettes 

MEXICO cmr (R) — At just 
under 60 cents a pack cigarettes 
in Mexico, are among the 
cheapest anywhere In tire Amca^ 
kas. Bat snakera will soon be 
paying more to siqiport their 
habit. The /government news 
agency Ndtimex said that 
cigarettes were being removed 
from tte so-called “task basket? 
of con s umer goods subject to 

is expected to saise paces task* 
than smoke rises from a b urning 
butt, nearly doubling the cost 
tire most popular U.S.-brand 
c ig a rett es made in Mexico. Gov^ - 
eminent officials deckled to re- 
move ciga r ette s from the “base 
basket” because they are “a lux- 
ury product” as well as “extreme: 
ly harmful” to your health, 
.Notimex saxL The lifting of pried 
controls follows a recent move to 
tan smoking in public offices hi 
Mexico City. The ban is stiB 
largely ignored, however. 

Oxygen to go on sale 
In Mexico City 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A group 
of ecologists have come up with a 
possible answer to Mexico Qty’i 
su ffocating smog — oxygen for 
sale. Alfonso CSpres Villareal, 
head of the Mexican Ecologists 
Movement, said the group plans 
to put up 10 booths on straps 
comers around the dty. Thirty-, 
second shots of oxygen will sell to 
anyone in need of a pick-me-up 
for .$1.75. "It could nu*ke a mag- 
nificent business," he said. Eco- 
logists say tta dirty brown pall of 
smog that has blanketed Merita 
Cfty .this winter is probably the 
wont in the city’s history. Some 
commuters have taken to wearing 
face mads. Opress Villareal said 
newspaper vendors and traffic 
police officers, exposed to the 
wont pollutants, would be enti- 
tled to free oxygen in evrihmg p 
for watching over the dispensing 
appara tu s. y 

Former teacher sues 
preschool child who? 
kicked her * 

V ENTUR A, California (AP) ^ 
A preschool teacher is going the 
parents of a 5-year-old boy, sec£ 
ing $25,000 for injuries she claim* 
the child inflicted by kicking heir 
ia the ankle. Lynne M- Fava was 
a teacher at the Phoenix Rant* 
School in Sum Valley when aim 
was kicked on March 2 white 
frying to control tire boy “throw- 
ing a temper tantrum,” according 
to tire lawsuit „ “He caught her 
ri^t at the wrong place,” said 

attorney David R. Ellison. “She5 
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We caused severe damage m ^ 
*kk and nerves.” The bey's ut 
could not be located & 
comment. Phoenix Ranch, a pa 
vale school for children of pn 
school age through second grade 
would only confirm that Favaqii 
tet year and that the boy ha 
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me “vicariously liable? 
actions. Effison said Ca£ 
m* 1 ** patents ri 
sppnawe when a minor's “wiMal 
inj ra someota 



